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AUTHOR'S PREFACE, 
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Tw placing the folluwing pages before the public, the author is 
actuated . two motives :—TFirstly, that recent oceurrences in our 
midst, relating to some of the so-called phenomena of Spiritualism, and 
questioning the evidence on which these phenomena profess to stand, 
and notably the occurrence of Friday, October 1th, have created a 
widespread, sensational, and general interest throughout Australasia. 

The newspapers have heen full of controversial matter on the 
subject, opinions have been expressed mest freely; and without 
confining themselves to the allered exposure of the 12th October, and 
the immediate and irrefutable evidence on which that one fact can 
atone be judged, many correspondents have wandered off into side 
issues, and brought forward. statements and counter-stalements not 
material ta the case in point, but imvolving the greater and wider 
issue of the probability or even possibility of the occurrence of such 
phenomena aé all. 

Certain so-called Tests are stated to have been upplied by 

individvals in Sydney, who put forward the evidence of these so-called 
Tete, ts support of the genuineness of the phonomena which they 
uphold, 
Oa the other hand, are the statements of other individuals, who 
took part in the said so-called Teste, it who cannot accept them as 
such, and can not consider the evidence adduced as sufficient ground 
on which to base so bold a faith. 

Therefore, the author, firstly, in the capacity of an impartial 
recorder and witness, gives to the public an exact, truthful, and 
impartial record of these so-called Tests carried out in Sydney, that 
the thinking public may sift and judge the evidence for itself. _ 

If auch occurences 2s these are to be held up as evidence now or 
at any future time, it is well that some truthful, and undistorted record 
should be available. The nuther has heen present at, and assisted in, 
all these much-talked-of experiments, and has kept complete written 
notes and records, with the view to ultimate publication. This duty, 
therefore, naturally and necessarily devolves wpon him, and no time 
could be more fitting than the present. 

As an unbiassed eritic, viewing the road question of Spirit 
Materialisation aa a whole, the author endeavours to avoid all narrow 
and personal issuce and to consider everything material to the question 
‘purely in the aspect of evidence. 

On such a vexed question as this, it is impossible to avoid the © 
mention of cartain names and occurrences, and the candid criticisms 
of the evidence of individuals, 
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The author, while regretting the necessity, wishes to assure these 
persons that his action arises from no personal feeling in the matter, 
and that no offence is intended. 

No counsel, when criticising the evidence of witnesses and present- 
ing his view of « case to a jury, would be avcused uf personal feeling 
in dealing with those witnesses; and the author asks the same 
consideration in presenting this case to the public, 

All the authentic testimony, documentary or ntherwise, at the 
author's disposal ani relating to the ineipieney and growth of the 
alleged phenomena of Materiatisation, are reviewed by bin. 

The second reason for this publication is somewhat different. 

Tn dealing with a field of vesearch which necessitates the 
employniont of «a qlass of individuals at all times more or less 
associated with trickery or imposture, it behoves the investigator to be 
upon hie guard, and while retaining an impartial judgment, to be fully 
alive to every possibility of rand and trickery. The man of business, 
in the course of daily commercial transactions, works upon this 
principal ; and while casting no personal reflection upon his fellow- 
citizen does not leave it in the power of that other toe dupe him. 

How much more necessary is it, therefore, in dealing with o realm 
of so much mystery to take even stricter precautions 7 

Zo the true scientific Investigator, this warning is unnecessary ; 
but humanity embraces a large class of people predisposed to dabble in 
ocoult mysteries, and with a tendency to still believe in supernatural 
interference with their personal welfare, 

These can not be considered invostigators in any sense of the 
worl, but emotional, eredulais, and ready-made dupes. 

A timely warning may save such as these from the toils of un - 
stvupulous Imposters whe abound ; and enalie them to aseribe to their 
traé source, the various tricks, by which, in many cases, the impostor 
plays upon the most sacred feelings of the eredulous, while he relieves 
them of their cash. 

Numbers of persons will witness an exhibition of this sort. and 
becuuse they cannot themselves detect how it is done, ascribe the 
pecformance at once to atpernatural or abnormal agency. 

Their emotions are played upon, their religious sentiments abused, 
and the resultant all-believing state, leaves no room for the reasoning 
faculties. 

In this condition they are ready to swallow everything and ask 
for more. 

And yet the same persons after witnessing a clever conjuring 
entertainment, however far beyond their powers of explanation, would 
never think of ascribing such to ather thin the true cause, 

But the bona-tide conjurer does not appeal to the emotions, ncither 
dees he play upon the religious sentiments of his audience. Given 
certain conditions, with surroundings of semi-darkness and musie, it is 
possible ta produce this unreasoning, emotional state in the majority 
af persons ; and it grows with practise, 

Tt is merely o confilence trick, 
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‘The author illustrates how, from persoual experiment, he is able 
to produce the exact semblanes of Materialised Spirit forms, wader 
Spiritualistic conditions, and explains how any individual may deo 
the same. 

A number of bona-fide tricks are thus disclosed, 

Tt if not with any wish te cast reflection upon Spiritualism or Its 
followers that this is done, but from »desire to open the eyes of the 
unwary fo al] the possibihties of an artificial source for much that 
passes as supernatural Although the Phenomena of Spirit Materializa- 
tion may nob stand upon sufficient evidence, yet the author believes 
thab, below all the frand and imposture there exists, without doubt, a 
substratum of littl: known and abnormal, though nutural, phenomena, 
which ave worthy of scientific inveatigation. 

He therefore claims the sympathy and cocperation of every right- 
thinking person, whether spiritualiat or otherwiee, in his endeavour to 
operate falsity from truth and to remove a fruitfy] source ofiayposture - 
and evil. 

For the etymology of the title “Spookland,” as expressing the 
haunt or plane of the “Spook,” readers are referred to current 
Theosophical Treatises. 


Lincoln's Inn Chambers, 
iisaheth Street, 
October, L804. Sydney. 
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PART I. 


CHAPTER f, 


Introduction: SOME TYPICAL AND HISTORIC 
MATERIALIZATION SEANCES. 


Mr. Hacnert, ea. Mettox, Murs. Besayt, 
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aU EFORE theorising upon the origin of any particular phase of 

“earthiy matter,” or discassiug the characteristics of any one 
form of organised material, whether it be “Spook,” “Spirit” or one of 
the avery-duy forms of life, it is necessary, firstly, for. the propounder or 
author to be personally well acquainted with the habits, manners, 
customs and charactensties of that phase of material upon which he 
writes ; and secondly, te convey -to his readers some exact knowledge 
also of the habits and characteristics of the race of beings about ta be 
discussed, My acquaintance with that realm of mystery and occultism, 
which I have termed " Spookland,” and more particularly with that 
greatest of all the so-called Splritualistie Peascneun aid = moat 
astounding of ail the professed mystericse—" Spirit-Materialisation “— 
is based principally upon my own careful research and personal ob- 
rervation, extending over a considerable period, and also upon docn- 
mentary evidence at my disposal. 

The exponents of this archamystery profess to bring back, to earthly 
life, the denixens of the land of death ; to raixe up to our mortal gaze, 
in all the semblance of the bedies which they loft behind, those friends 
aml relations long since dead ; to clothe the Spook again with a warm 
material covering of flesh, and from the Ghost create for the time being, 
& living, moving, speaking human entity. 

Befove discussing the trath or error of these professions, T will intro- 
duce my roaders to the hahits of these ghostly beings, and for the 
benefit of such as have not hada personal acquaintance with the Spook, 
or themselves investigated this land of mystery, will proceed to recount 
my observations of their habits. I will, therefore, take my reader to 
some typical “ Spirit-Materialisation ” Sbances, and for the sake of 
authenticity they shall be recent, and some of then: historic, occurrences. 
That I may not be accused of adding ov subwacting anything, I will 
give the accounts written by others, where possible, in preference to my 
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own, and where my own account appears it shall be corroborated by 
the testimony of others present. 

In my early investigations of this subject I was introduced to 2 
modinm named Mackett, and witnessed « remarkable exhibition of his 
powers given at the Psychical Society's Rooms in Pitt-street, Sydney. 
As his particular phaso of Materialisation is considered by Spiritualists 
to be an elementary stage of the Phenomena, I can not do better than 
introduce them to Mr, Hackett’s powers first. 

The stanee took place ina large upstairs room about GOfk by 204t., 
wid when in company with thres or four friends T entered this roona, 
there were about seventy or eighty persons assembled, The door waa 
at ono end, and the three windows at the opposite end were blocked by 
dark blinds. In one corner at the end next the window was erected a 
snmilk platform or stage about three feet high and six feet square, the 
construction of this and the floor beneath being visible and unenclosed. 

Upon this stage and in the augle of the room a curtained recass was 
arranged by hanging on an iron rod two curtains of black material, 
about seven feet high, fitting closely side by side and reaching te the 
abage. 

I was allowed to examine the curtained recess or “cabinet,” and in 
fact examined the stage, floor, and adjacent window thoronghly without 
finding anything concealed ; the only peculiarity that attracted my 
witention being the fact that the curtains had three or four long slits 
extending from the bottom up to four or five feet of their height. On 
the corner of the stage, and about two fect in front of the cabinet, wae 
placed a large basin containing cut flowers. I and my friends were 
alloted front seats, my position being within four feet of this basin of 
Hhowers, 

Mr. Mackett, the medium, a poworfully-built man, aged about 
thirty-eight, of dark complexion, clear cut features, and by trade a 
blacksmith, after being introduced to the visitors, asconded the stage 
and took his seat on a chair behind the curtains, The lights at our 
end of the room were turned ont, and only a dim Hight at the far end 
near the door left burning. The President of the Spiritualistic Society 
requested that no person should leave a seat without permission, and 
then took the lead in singing several hymns. After some minates of 
this sort of thing, peculiar mutterings and jabberings issued from 
behind the curtains, and I was informed that the medium was in a 
trance and under “control” of one of his “spirit” guides named 
* Parehaka,” a supposed Maori. . 

Not having a knowledge of the Maori language, however, this did 
rit improes Ine muel ; but whee the supposed “ Parehaka” broke off 
info pigeon English and addressed several of his old acquaintances 
present, informing them that certain spirit friends were there and were 
poing to show themsctves, E became more interested. Suddenly in the 
midst of renewed jabberings a long streak of what seemed luminous 
drapery appeared between the curtains, and as the jabbering increased 
the drapery seemed to rise and distend until it assumed the roezh 
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outline of a female form. This sure moved out across the stave and 
bowed to the spectators, and being asked by a gentleman present if it 
were his decessed wife, nodded in the atlirmative. Thereupon the 
gentloman rose and reverently touched the hem of that drapery, and 
the figure vanished in the way that it had come. 

Many other forms came and went—some tal), some short-.but each 
one draped and all possessing the graceful gliding motion of the 
orthodox Ghost. Most of them were recognised by persona present 
and many of them reverently touched, though how they were recog- 
nised [do not know, seeing that all were equally without features, and 
hiubless. 

Many of the persons at the hack professed to see the features dis- 
tinctly—these persons were “clairvoyante "—though I, sitting in the 
very front only a few feet from the apparitions and with remarkably 
good eyesight, could distinguish none. ‘This is evidently a faculty ac- 
quired after practice. 

Some of the Grhoste approached the basin of flowers and appeared to 
stoop towards it, and then flowers were thrown to the spectators. I 
mildly asked if I might be allowed to touch the Spirit drapery, and 
ioe promising that my touch should be very gentle [ was allowed to 

0 20, 

Jn a coquettish manner the ghost dodged close to the curtain and 
in # half-distrustful sort of way submitted to my irreverent touch. 

To my sceptic hand the drapery felt remarkably like the ordinary 
coarse muslin of commerce, and f felt strongly tempted to hold on and 
pull ; but, remembering my promise, and that the frleade with whom 
T hati ewme were responsible for avy good behaviour, I said nothing and 
meekly took my seat. 

Another interval of jabbering by same more “Spirit” guides, and 
then we were informed that the spirits would give ws a dark stance. 

The light at the back was then turned completely out, and forth 
from the ‘‘ cabinet” inty the black darkness of the room issued sanall, 
glowing stare and specks of incandescent light. Words cannot describe 
the way these lights glowed and fittted till they lost themselves in the 
darkness among the spectators. A faint imagining of phosphorous and 
match heuds crossed the workings of my brain, hut was scouted, without 

- finding expression in words, 2san insult to the implicit trust placed by 
those present in the bona-fides of the medium. 

A little more singing brought this remarkable stance to a close, 
and the lights were turned up; and after expressing my thanks to Mr. 
Hackett for his exhibition, 1 departed with my friends, 

I never met Mr. Hackett again, bat the history of his later 
achievernents will be related in a later chapter, The above accownt is 
earroborated by Mr. Wallis, who was also present. It must not be 
presumed from this that I was ever a bigoted seoptio on these matters. 
On the contrary my attitude was always that of an earnest impartial 
investigator, anxious to prove or disprove to my own satisfaction the 
genuineness of many alleged renarkable phenomena. While never 
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personally approving of the teachings or objects of Spiritualism, 1 was 
Investigating from a scientific standpoint much of its phenomena, and 
while keeping my mind unbiassed by the credulous faith of the 
Spiritualist on the ome side, or the dogmatic teachings of Modern 
Science on the other, was prepared to accept nothing that was aot 
proved to my own satisfaction. Hver ecoptical and on the outlook for 
fraud and imposture, until a fact was irrefutably proved, I have always 
been ready to uphold publicly and in the face of popular prejidice any 
phenomena, however abnormal and startling, that-should rest on proper 
evidence, 

Y will now describe a typical Mlaterialisation Béanee with Airs. 
Annie Mellon, a medium who has obtained world-wide celebrity among 
spiritualists and others, and whose powers illustrate the highest atage 
in the development and exposition of the alleged phenomena of Sparti- 
Materlalisation. The following account of a stance held on Monday, 
Sept. 10th, 1894, is taken, by kind permission of the Titor, from the 
sydney Sunday Times of Sept L6th, and I give the report as written 
by its representative in preference to my own for reasons before men- 
thoned :—“Tt was on Monday evening lost that I attended at the re- 
sidence of Dr. MacCarthy in Elizabeth Street, Hyde Park, to witness 
by invitation a Materialization Stance conducted by a lady who attained 
celebrity in England some years since, and was referred to by Mr. 
Stead in his new year's number of Heview of Reviews for 1592, entitled 
‘More Ghost Stories,’ as the one peraon in the United Kingdom of un- 
doubted materialising faculty, and undoubted character, wha could 
almost alwiys aneare the presence of phenomena, and whe had never 
been detected in a trick of any kind.” 


Te widition to the medium there were present — 

Mre. Eves 

Miss 13 , 

Dr. MacCantuy 

Mr. P. J. MacCarruy, dental surgeon 

Mr. T. S. Hewny, architect 

Mr. N. Jousser, of Hunter’: Hill 

Mr. Ruweix, of North Sydney 

Mr. Watiis (of Winchombe, Carson and Co.) 

Dr. Picksurx 

Messrs. Srewarr and Moscax, from Melbourne, mermbers 
of the Victorian Psychical Research Society 

And the representative of the Sunday (inees, 


Refore proceeding to witness the Materiulsution, it was decided 
to hold a short dark stance, as it was explained, to get the power up. 
This took place, ag ugual, in the kitchen, and we were no svoner seated 
unl had commenced to sing than a hand-bell was lifted off the table, 
rung melodiously in the air over our heads, carried backwards and 
finally deposited un the floor behind us. 
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A tambourine was thea waited about the room, striking me several 
smart raps on the head, jambed down on the head of another silter, and 
finally encircled round the medium’s left arm while Mr Stewart had 
hold (as he assured us) of her left hand. A light was struck and the 
tambourine was found in the position described, in the same manner as 
ougurred nt a previous skance, and attested by statutory declarations 
in our Jast issue. 

After this the company proceeded to the room where the 
maerialisation took place, 

The apartment is a bedraoin about 16 feet by 11 feet, situated on 
the second flour, facing the street, The bed had been pushed back to the 
front, wall, leaving about tavelve feet between it and the opposite wall. 
Across the south-west angle of the room, at a height of abont seven 
feet, was placed a cartain-rod about four feet long, from which hung 
a pair of dark-colored curtains, screening a space just large enough to 
conceal a low chair for the use of the medium. Nothing else whac 
ever wis in the sereened corner. 

The only furniture in the room beside the rea apna a 
wardrobe, « small round table, on which Dr. MacCafthy rested his 
ante-harp, and the chairs for the sitters. 

I exumined the interior of the wardrobe, to make sure that no 
person or apparaius was concealed there, and even looked under the 
bed. The door of the room was locked, and the key given inte my 
charge, ancl the sitters placed themselves in a semi-cirele facing the 
soreened cortier, my own seat being in the centve. The cas WAS 
turred wut, but a lamp was left burnmg low, and partially shaded in 
the reeuas at the side of the fireplace, giving suflicient light to distin- 
guish the sitters wud the various cbjects in the room, 

The proceedings were opened by singing Mrs. Beecher Stowe’s 
beautiful poem, commencing, *Té lies arouncd us like a cloud,” the 
touching air being accompanied by Dr. MacCarthy on his instrument, 
When thie was finished another tune wax started, and soon T saw an 
irregular luminows appearance on the right side of the curtain. Te 
gradually increased in length, and then shifted its position to the 
centre, and shortly assumed the form of a man about six feet hich, 
enveloped in white drapery. The lower part of the features were 
partially awathed in the folds of the wrappings, The arms seemed 
only partially developed, no hands being visible, and, strange to say, 
the lower part of the figure appeared to taper off, Inaving no defined 
limbs visible, and only very slight drapery where the form: came in 
contol with the foo 

The eflect of this apparition was indeseribably weird, and, what- 
ever the impression may have been upon those to whom it was not o 
novelty, it vertainly seemed to me a most awesome thing, 

Here before me was a form resembling, and yet not resembling 
a human being, and said to be a denizen of another world—a shadowy 
substance which seemed to zaze upon the company with passive 
dignity, and whose movements were the embodiment of silence. 
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The singing ceased, and wie question was put, Whom had the 
Spirit come to see? The names of various sitters were mentioned, 
act at that of one of the Melbourne visitors it slightly bowed its 
head. 

The gentleman indicated went forward right up te the form, 
mentioned the names of several deceased relatives, at one of which 
the figure bowed again. The gentleman, however, failed to recornise 
auy resemblance to his relative, and after a vain endeavour to take 
the spirit-hand, which, as before described, did not appear to be 
materialised, he cetived, the form immediately afterwards vanishing 
lehind the sereen, 

The vocal exercises were then resumed, and beforc many minutes 
hed elapsed another white patch appeared, emerging from between 
the curtains, and grew gradually t2])] it assumed the form of a child 
about three feet six inches in height. This was generally recognised 
as “Ciseie,” to whom the tambourine and bell performances of the 
dark stance had been aticibuted. She camo forward, took a box of 
chocolate creams off the table, rattled the box, took two out, and 
placed them between Dr. MacCarthy’s lips, then helped herself to 
sone, and began audibly aucking them. 

The question was asked whether I might go and touch her, to 
which she appeared to how assent; but on my going forward she 
glided within the screen. She soon emerged aya, however, and I 
ventured a second time, with the same result, and a third attempt 
wet with no better success, the little figure each time coquettishly 
avacing ie, and ultimately disappearing altogether, 

The next figure to appear was identified as “Geordie,” to whom 
reference has previously been made in these articles, The form was 
that of a nian somewhat over the middle height, with a bearded face, 
and, like the previous visitants, enfelded in snow-white wrappings. 
He seemed to evolve fromm fhe luminous stage more rapidly than his 
predecessors, as his full etature was almost immediately revealed, 

Fle came and stood out in Front of the screen, and, after a few 
seconds, said, in a hoarse whisper, “ Don’t ask me to do anything, as 
the medium is not very well.” Then, asking if wo would like ta see 
the medium, he retired behind the curtain, We heard the hoarse 
voice saying, “Get up, stand up,” and then both came ont together, 
the medium, Who was ina dark dress, waving her hand and heaving 
a ceep-<lrawn sigh, as though from exhaustion, went back into the 
ourtained recess, “ Geordie” then, turning full towards me, so that the 
unearthly tiguve and palhd features were dietinatly visible, said, 
"Mr, Times, what dy you think of this, Mr, Times”? 

Somewhat taken aback, I ventured to reply that ib was indeed 
more wonderful than I had ‘expected, and soon afterwards be began 
ta dematerialise. He did not go back behind the curtain, as the 
athers bad done, but the head gradually sank, and the form to lose 
beth length and breadth, until nething was visible but an up tumed 
face in the centre af a small nebulous patch in the middle of the 
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floor, when from the strange uneanny lips came distinetly the words, 
“Good night, God bless you,” and all that waa Jeft of “Geordie ” 
vanished from our gaze. 

A. somewhat longer interval ocenrred before any further appear 
ance, but all at once, during the singing, we saw once more the white 
nucleus in front of the sereen slowly rising, and also extending for- 
wards until it gradually assumed the appearance of flowing drapery, 
revealing before ua the figure ef a beautiful woman, with pale bat 
sweetly expressive fuatures, and long dark hair hanging down over 
her shoulders, 

She was hailed as “ Josephine,” another aleged frequent visitor 
to the cirele, and with perfectly silent movement she moverl towards 
the table in front of Dr. MacCarthy, who lifted a wreath of flowers 
which Iny upon the tahle and placed tt round the figure’s neck. ‘The 
form bowed its hoad to receive them, and then silently glided behind 
the screen, where the wreath was afterwards found, The next forma 
to appear was also that of a female, but the features were somewhat 
indistinct, and she was stated to be a stranger. After a few seconds 
this form disappeared, and then “Cissie” made a second appearance. 
This time she did not emerge from the curtain, but materialised in the 
room, 

The little white nebulosity first appeared growing slowly upwards 
till the childish form, with black, chubby features, became perfectly 
developad. Then, retiring for an instant within the sereen, she 
pani ciebia and damsed upon the floor,. producing a suund such as 
would ba made hy nimble, tiny bare feet. She moved backwards and 
forwards, played upon the auto-harp, but did not speak, and then 
demateralised before us, reversing the process by which she had made 
her appearance, the form and substance gradually sinking and fading 
away to the vanishing point. 

After this another youthful, but sowewhat indistinctly revealed, 
form, slighter but rather taller than “Cissie,” appeared in the centre of 
the screen, but disappeared after a few seconds; and aa the power 
appeared to be waning, the Hicht was restored, and the séance ter- 
minated, 

The medium was found sitting behind the screen in a somewhat 
exhausted condition, bit in a short time revived, 

Té was stated to me that the forms were unusually weak to what 
they sometimes are, s facet acenunted for by the ilhealth of the 
medion. This may or may not be so, but alihough no special teats 
were used on che qeaeasion, the various Appeardnees, Ak may be fudged. 
by the above plain, unvarnished narrative, were sufficiently remavk- 
wble to exgite the greatest wonder and surprise.” 

T now give a record of a quite historic stance, which took place 
on Saturday, September 30th, [894, for the enlightenment of Mrs. 
Annie Besant, then in Sydney. 

The following is an aceurate report by the Sunday Times’ repre- 
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scutative, who was present, and appeared in that paper on October 
Tth, 1894 ;— 
“Scspay Times,” Octoper Tru, 1894. 


4 stunce for spirit materialisation possesaiuy more than ordinary 
interest, not only on account of the nature of the manifestations, but 
because of the presence of a visitor of world-wide fame, took place in 
Eydney un Saturday, dOth ultime. | 

Tt appears thet Mrs. Annie Besant, though herself au earnest 
investigator of occult phenomena, and claiming to have bad a wen 
derful personal experience in cumnection with her researches. inte the 
esoteric mysterics of Theosophy, had never witnessed the actual 
materialisation of fully-developed spirit forms; bub having heard of 
the remarkable manifestations occurring through the mediumship of 
Mrs. Mellon, on arriving in Sydney communicated with thaé lady, 
asking to be given the opportunity of being present at aséance. 

ust at the time of Mrs, Besant’s sciival Mrs. Mellon was seized 
with a severe attack of illness, and it was at firat feared would be 
unable to comply with the request; but fortunately, both for herself 
and the distinguished visiter, she recovered more rapidly than was at 
first anticipated, und the séance was accordingly arranged to take 
place just prior to Mra. Besant’s last lecture, on the date mentioned, 
at the residence of Dr. MacOarthy, Elizabeth-street, Hyde Park. 

So soon as the offsir got wind, both Mrs, Mellon and Dr, 
MacCurthy were fairly besieged with applications from persone 
desirous of being present, both within and without spiritualistic 
circles, the appheants including leading men in political, social and 
journalistic society. Both the exigencics of space and a consideration 
of the unfairness of introducing a number of new and possibly 
inharmonious influences, however, necessitated the invitations bemg 
strictly Limited, and the circle was consequently restricted to eighteen 
persons, including the representative of the Suiday Times. Amongst 
others present were a member of the Upper House, 2 doctor of 
philosophy, the Rev. G. Walters, Dr. Pickburn, Mr, T. 5. Henry 

- {architect), Mr. C. L. Wallis, and Mr. N. Joubert. Mrs. Besant was 
accompanied by her daughter, Mrs. Besant Scott, and there were also 
present four other lnclies. 

As Mrs. Besant was to lecture in the Opera House in the 
evening, the stance was held in the daytime, and the subdued light 
which constitutes one of the favorable conditions for materialisation 
was obtained by an arrangement of curtains and venetian blinds by 
which the degree of Ught could be regulated’ as required, although it 
may be mentioned that at ne time during the sdance was the semi- 
darkness too great to prevent reading the time by the dial of an 
oninary watch. 

The arrangement of the room was much the same as on the 
occasion of the séance previously described in the Sunday Tires, 
except that all euperfluons furniture was cleared out to make room 
for the larger number of sitters, who were seated on three rows of 
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chairs, occupying fully two-thirds of the floor space. The cabinet, 
as itis technically called, consisted simply of x brass curtain rod 
and pair of curtains fixed across one corner of the room, behind 
which was placed alow chair for the medivm, 

Atabout 3 o'clock the proceedings commenced by most of the 
Fitters joining in singing, and after two or three airs had been got 
through, whilst in the midst of “Ye hanks and braes,” a tall form 
envelopod in white drapery appeared in front of the cubinet, 

At first the outtine was indistinct, hut gradually tt took on that 
of & man, and was recognised by previous sitters us Lhat of “ Geordie." 


Soon the singers ceased, and the ghostly visitant, instead of 
remarking “Thank you!” after the usual polite manner of earthiy 
auditors, observed in somewhat gutteral tones: “I say, that’s not 
very good singing.” Those not too much awestruck by the appa- 
rition laughed, but Geordie chipped in again, “J say, there's a lady 
here,” and just then @ female form appeared to the left of Geordie, who 
evidently prided himself on the manner in which he was doing the 
honors a5 M.C., and added, “She comes for Dr, 8." ‘The gentleman 
indicated rose, and asked, somewhat nervously, “ What is the lady's 
name!” “ Tiow should I know; she is a foreigner!" was Geordie’s 
prompt reply. 

He then vemarked: “There are three of us here,” and had 
scarcely spoken when the little spirit known us “Cissie” was seen 
standing ou Geordie’s right, ail three forms heing distinetly visible 
together, : 

The gentleman for whom the stranger apirit bad come here made 
some advances forward, and asked if he might shake hands with her, 
but waa informed by Goordie that she had no hands. She appeared 
to br mot ipl strongly materialised, and soon afterwards disappeared 
within the cabinet after bowing several times. 

Cissie now came out of the cabinet, took up a hand-bell which stead 
ona small table new, and ranz it vigorously. Some of the company 
asked her to go over to Mrs. Besant, but she appeared oither some- 
what shy or not sufficiently strong to do so at firat, although Geordie 
encouraged her by saying, “Go ont, little ono.” 

She was then asked to place her foot upon a slate which had 
been previously dusted with seot in order to obtain, if possible, a foot- 
print. She appeared todo so several times, but the impressions as 
afterwards seen were very indistinct, as thongh it had been brushed 
by drapery. 

Ciseie executed a sorbof bahy hornpipe, then apparently commenced 
searching for something, She crumpled and tore up several papers 
Iving on the table, and, after retiring inte the cabinet, re-appeared. 

*Come along, dear,” said Mrs, Besant, encouragingly, and the 
little figure toddler across and handed her a flower, received one from 
her in return, played afew chords on an auto-harp, and then retired, 
kissing her hands ag ahe disappeared. 
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Dr. MacCarthy next formally introduced Geordie to Mrs. Besant, 
saying: “This is George Thompson, Mrs. Besant; he is commonly 
known as Geordie. Allow me to introduce Mrs. Besant, Geordie ; one 
of the mast remarkable women of the age, or of any age.” 

Geordie replied, “I know it,” bowing gracefully; and added, 
“ most delighted to meet you, Mrs. Besant.” 


6 JOSEPHINE," 
Prom at photogenph trten Afaeok F6, 1206. 
The following conversation then tovuk place between Dr. 
MacCarthy and Geordie :— 
Doctor: “Geordie, will you answer me one or two questions? 
Tel) me ; are you George Thempson 


i} 


Geordie: “I am, and mo other,” 
aie “Do you earry with yon your Mii distinct and com- — 
ete intelligence, or are you esire or Katnarupa or -- 
auc ‘ of the Theoscphists a . a 

Geordie; *T have my own complete intelligence. Do you take 
me for a lunatie? Iam not a desire hody nor a spook—neither am I 
the sub-conscious intelligence of anyone present, doctor,” . 

The latter part of the reply being « palpable hit at the Doctor's. 
favourite theory, provoked somes langhter amongst the circle. ae 

Dovtor : “One more question, Creardie. Bain you bean retarded 
in your development aince you first materialised 7" 

Geordie: “No; on the contrary, I have progressed.” 

Mrs. Besant here asked if ashe evuld sec the medium, and (ieordie 
having answered yes, he brought Mre. Melon outside the cabinet, 
when Mrs. Besant was led forwerd by the doctor and took the 
ve hand, Geordie still standing alongside in view of the whole 
eire 

Geordie then retired, and after a brief interval another female 
form appeared, which, by its graceful proportions and long flowing 
hair, was easily recognised as “Josephine,” another frequent visitor 
to the circle, She bowed to the company, advanced with an almost 
imperceptible motion towards Mra. Besant, who handed her some 
towers, bowed her acknowledgement, and then, by request of soma of 
the’ sitters, dematerialised outside the cabinet, the form gradyally 
diminishing until only a small luminous cloud with a trace of the dark 
hair was visible on the floor, and then vanished altogether, 

Geortlie then re-nppeared, and remarked, “J don't think I can 
do much more, I’m afraid i'm overdoing it.” He then asked that 
someone should go to the medium, and thereupon instantaneously 
vanished aa the doctor entered the cabinet, Fi 

He found Mrs. Mellon in a very exhausted condition, and states 
that her pulse was very rapid and feeble, scarcely perceptible. Mrs 
Besant also went forward and took her hand, ita as showing the 
power of contact, the doctor states that after a few moments the pulse 
resumed its force and volume, and its rate lowered almost to normad. 

Subsequently the medium, whilst apparently in a trance, was said 
to he under “control” by Cissie, who informed the sitters, in child- 
ish accents, that when she was crumpling up the papers she was Iouk- 
ing for chocolate creams, and was much disappointed that none had 
heen provided, as when materialised she was very fond of those sweet- 
‘ments, 

She also informed the Sunday Yimea representative that some, 
day she would perform the feat known as the ring test, or passing 
matter through matter, by placing a ring upon his arm whilst he had 
bold of the hand of another person. 

The sitting lasted altogether about one hour and three-quarters, 
and was undoubtedly of a most astonishing as wel] ag interesting 
character. 
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Extract from fetter of Rec. Georye Walters. 
(To rne Evrron “Sespay Times.") 

Sir,—Having, at your request, perused the proof of an article 
describing a s¢ance held at Dre. MacCarthy’s house, at which Mra. 
Besant and others, including mryself, were present, Io can sey 
unhesitutingly that the article gives a simple, straightford, unvar- 
nishedl ncooont of what did oceur.—T um, ete, 

Gronag Warns. 


The following opinions, expressed by Mrs. Besant-Seoté to a 
Metbourne Aferafel repovier after the above sdance, are interesting >— 

“CGeorlio's” ‘turn’ having ended, Josephine came on. She 
asked the company atter their health, &e., and accepted some flowers 
which Mes. Besant offered her. 

“Cissy,” a little African, next appeared, and expressed her dis- 
appointment that she could not have some chocolates. She spoke in 
very badly broken Eyelish, and handled! the words “molecular inter- 
spaces” with inartistic inability. They seemed to catch in her throat, 
and she had great diffenlty in getting through with them. 

Cissy” having retired, another spirit) was enlled. It seemed 
somewhat il atease. A Frenchiean was present, and on being told 
that the newcomer was a friend of his, exhibited the prestest exatte- 
ment, grasping a chair by both hands in hia fright, Che spirit fled in 
sood time, ancl then Geordie, Josephine and Cissy oume tub toeether. 
Josephine subsequently threw a earnation at Mra. Desaut, into whose 
law th fell, 

Mra. Mellon appeared with Geordie afterwards, ancl about this 
there was an element of suspicion. Tt is quite possible, I think, for 
her to he supporting a lay figure by her left hand, as she and Geordie 
declined to shake hands. 

When asked as to the dematerialisation, she said: “ The forms 
gradually faded away towards the floor, until they became sinall 
specks, which eventually disappezred.” 

When asked if she thought deception was practised at this 
séance, Mrs. Scott said, “Well, EF was dubious when I saw the 
curtains go out in the direction of the wardrobe; but as to the 
dematerinlisabion, there js something abont it which JT cannot 
explain.” 

Now, with all due deference to Mrs. Besant-Seoth, she has up- 
wittingly incorrectly describedk two important points—firstly, that 
Josephine spoke ; and, secondly, that Ctssia herself spoke, Fosephine 
never spoke, eiéher cdirectivy cv through the entraaced mecum, ancl 
Gissie spoke only through Birs, Mellon’s voice, or, as it is termed, 
through the entranced medium under control of Classic. 

The most devout and regular aitendants at Mrs. Mellon’s sdances 
never profess to have heard cither “Josephine” or “ Cissie’ speak, 
ant the on/y materialised form that] have ever heard speak is “Geordie.” 
T will ask my readers to bear this in mind, as it i4 an important point 


tional Library of Sustralia 


I5 


in the chain of evidence which I will discuss farther on. The “an 
explainable dematerialisation™ I will also discuss. 

The reporter also describes the little figure of “ Cissie” as 
toddling across and handing Mrs. Besant a flower, Asa matter of 
fact, Mrs. Besant went over to receive the flower, and the fignre of 
* Olgsie” was never at any time more than twelve inches in front of 
the curtains, though the hands, of course, reached further. 

The experiment with the sooted state was tried by myself as a 
fest, and proved avery gomtone. Mrs, Besant and myself examined 
the slate in full light afterwards, and found only the marks caused by 
the drapery. 

With the exception of this discrepancy, these are correct reports 
of authentic séances from the point of view of an ordinary spectator. 
Anybody who gained) admissiun te the inner circle of a famous 
muaterialising medium would see a very similar exhibition. 

In the course of my research on the subject, I had witnessed a 
great many such scances. I had come in eontact with Mrs. Mellon 
in her capacity aso professional medinm, and it was in the aspect of 
an luvestigator only that 1 hud dealings with ler. 

With a view to recording and publishing my observations, I kept 
a complete record of exch séance as it took place, with my criticisms 
upon the sume, Those readers who wish for an account of Mrs. 
males other sdances will find very full details in Part ITI, of this 

; LU} i 

The litervture of Spititentism teems with such accounts of Spivit- 
Matenialivetions, and such exhibitions seem to satisly the longings 
and cravings of the majority of Spiritualists, But they deo not 
satisfy the investigator; and though he may not detect any absolute 
proof of fraud, neither has he, in all this, any positive proof of 
genuineness, 

The difference between the Spiritualist and the sceptical inves- 
tigator is this: that the sceptic donrbts everything until evidence is 
brought forward which precludes the possibility of fraud, while the 
Spiritualist gues there prepared to believe everything he sees and 
hears, anc shuts his eyes to any possibility of fraud. 

Thus we find thousands of witnesses ready to uphold the renuine- 
ness of phenomena whieh they have seen, for the reason that the 
great majority of Lhe witnesses of such phenomena are, for very good 
reacons, Spiritualists, and leave their reasoning powers behind when 
they attend these axhibitians, 

Vaith as blind and credulons ag any other, holds sway here, and 
such people, without taking farther trouble to think, necept, as com- 
pletely convincing evidence of auch astoumling phenomena, exhibitions 
such as I have deserihed. 

There is wo searching of the medium beforchand—-nothing to 
show that the mediam is not masquerading as a ‘‘spirit” outside the 
cabinet, or manipulating ley fieeres and musiin drapery. The whole 
proceedings are so hedged round will such suitable, and in fact such 
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absolutely necessary conditions, that trickery is made easy, and great. 
indeed must be the faith that can accept such evidence as establishing” 
50 grave a question. 

I do not for a moment wish to infer that Spiritualism rests solely 
upon evidence such as this. Although materialisation holds with thenr 
an important place, many Spiritualists profess to find greater and more 
inspiring evitence in other and lesser: phenomenu—such as alleged 
trance and direct spirit communication..on which to build their fatth. 
With these other phenomena the present treatise doos not deal; they 
may or may net be worthy of investigation, but they are beyond the 
limits of the question under consideration. 

With regard to the reltalility of the evidence of witnesses, 14 is 
rematkable how few persona have the faculty of exact observation at alt 
developed. ‘This is largcly a matter of traming, and it often happens ~ 
that most important circumstances, and perhaps some crucial point, 
are entively overlooked through the lax observations of witnesses. 

Ask two people to deseribe from memory any conumon object of 
every-lay life, and one will note every detail with exactness, while the 
other will have but a hazy uten. It therefore follows, that ina field of 
such research as that in question, the valua of the testimony of wit- 
nesses is far from equal, and that scientific or expert evidence can 
alone be counted worthy of consideration, 

T have frequently, after certain séances, heard witnesses state 
that a certain form had wajked ont inte the iniddle of the room, or had 
“dematerialised ” or vanished in the middie of the floor, white I myself 
and others from more careful observation could state positively that 
puch was not the case, and that such a statement was an exaggeration, 
to say the Jeast of ic. There is a vast difforonce between a form 
vanishing in the middle of che floor and “demuterialising” six inches 
m front of the curtains of the cabinet. Such discrepancy of evidence 
is easily understood when we bear In mind the laxity of observation 
and of speech with which so many people are blessed. Tf there is any 
possibility of the existence of a loophole for trickery or deception, then 
such evidence is not worth adducing at all. 

AIL the negative evidence which the thousands of spiritualistic 
witnesses bring forward is only negative evidence after all, and there- 
fore worthless ns evidence. It only goes to prove that these thousands 
of possible dupes did not detect the trickery if any existed, while ne 
amount of stich evidence can prove that trickery did not take place, 
Where there is a possibility of frond—and even a very great probability 
judging by the history of the subject—the cureful investigator will 
begin by presuming these alleged phenomena due to trickery, and hold 
that opinion until he finds direct and irrefutable evidence to the con- 
trary, And how is he to obtain this evidence, which must be scientific 
orexpert? Such evidence must be based on carefully-considered ex- 
periment, practically and carefully carried out, taking absolutely 
nothing for granted, allowing no sentiment to interfere, and precluding 
every possibility of iraucd. Experiments such as this were carried out 
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some years ago by William Crookes, F.R.5., in England, and Professor 
Johann Zéliner in Germany, and tended to establish the.probability of 
hitherto unrecognised natural Jaws and abnormal forces, which were 
geouped by them under the name of “Psychic Foree," No spiritualism 
entered into the caloulutions of these scientists ; they professed ta deal 
with natural--though little understoal—-phenomena, and treated their 
experimenta from the purely material standpoint. Following on the 
experiments of these men, Peychical Research Societies have been 
formed in moat of the large cities of the world, and the Paychical Re- 
search Society of Londen numbers among ity members some of the 
leading men of the present day. 

This was my standpoint when I tock up the eubject, and from 
this material aspect I have always viewed psychical investigation. 
In the lesser so-called spiritualistic phenomena tins found, from a 
material point of view, much that is worthy of study and research ; 
and while I see absolutely no evidence on which to hase the hypo- 
thesis of a spiritwa] origin for any of these, I believe that a greater 
knowledge of the nature] laws, which undoubtedly govern these 
phenomena, may be turned to practical and material advantage. 

That a telegraphic message may be sent from point to poind 
without © connecting wire is already an established fuet, Why not 
eventually dispense with the electric battery alsof [very year gives 
some new fact to seicnee, and shows but more plainly the hmited 
view of Nature which our present knowledge allows us. But this 
does not prove spirit materialisation any move than the existence of 
the force we call electricity or steam power does. Having, however, 
taken up the study of these lesser so-called phenomena of spiritualism 
with this object, ] was alsy anxious to experiment with, and test for 
myself, ite so-called greater phenumensa of materialisation. With 
ihiz in view, I attended a great number of these orthodox sdances 
with the medium, Mrs. Mellon, and my own observations carefully 
noted, so far from being in support of the genuineness of the pheno- 
mena, tended to make me even more sceptical. 

Exhibitions such as these might be reverently regarded by 
faithful believers” but to the practical investigator they were most 
unsatisfactory. When, thercfore, some mtimate friends and fellow- 
investigators proposed to form a committee and to carry out some 
interesting experiments and “tests,” with a view to clearly estab 
lishing the genuineness or otherwise of the phenomena occurring 
sbroneh Mra. Mellon, FE readily consented to join with and assist 
then, 


Yational Library of Australia 


16 


CHAPTER. II, 


The ‘‘ Test” Seances ane Criticisms. 


TEST NO. 1—Tie Marertactsation or Spires WHILE THE 
Menus is string Ouvsipne Cansiner, 


With the object of carrying out these experiments with the 
medium, Mrs, Metlon, a committee consisting of the following persons 
was formed in the month of June, 1894:—Mrs. EF , ate. J. 
F-—,, Mr. N. Joubert, De. M——, Mr, P. J. M——, Dr. Pickburn, 
Mr. Rumble, Mr. T, Shekleton Henry, Mr, Chas. L, Wallis. 

The “tests” wore fornulated and proposed by Dr. M—-, 
after consultation with the medium, and if wax arranged that they 
shoukt take place at 223 Flizabeth-steeet, Sydney. Tt was agreed to 
publish the results, and F undertook the writing of the revord of 
each as it occurred. As these experiments were to take piace in 
Dr. M-——'s honse, he naturally took the direction and arrangement 
of details, anc settled what “fests? weve to be applied, in fact it 
was throngh the personal indiuence of Dr, M-—~ that the inedium 
dunserted to uniderga any tests at all. 

This lady talked so much of the cruelty of teste which she 
professed to have undergone in England, of “straight jackets, wire 
cages, bags, wires, seals, and cerds,” that Dr, M—— agreed that she 
should not be subjected to any such “cruclties” at bis hands, and 
experiments were therefore arranged with the idea of suiting all 
partics. 

The requisite “sympathetic element” was supplied by the 
presence of three spiritcalists on the committee; in fact that would 
seem to be their chief qualification for being there. The object of 
the first “test ” was to demonstrate the genuineness of ihe pheno- 
mens of matertalisstion, by the medinm sitting outside the cabinct 
in view of the spectators, and then producing “spirit” forms. 

_ ‘This first ‘test’ sdance took place on Tuesday, @6th June, 
‘1834, and we assembled as above, with the addition of Mrs, R—., 
at 8.33 p.m. The accompanying plan, drawn to seale, shows the 
arrangement of the rogin, sitters, and curtained recess or * cabinet.” 

Mrs, Mellon and her husband arrived shortly before 9 pm., and 
then the door and windows of the room were locked and sealed. 
Mrs, Mellon consented at my suggestion to take her hair down, and 
permitted me to measure it, and then tie it up in a peculiar knot at 
the back, Im such a manner that it could not he untied witheut 
notice, J also proposed to place a tape round her neck or body and 
seal the same to the back of the chair, but to thia she would not 
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Plan of Room in whieh first “Test’’ Seance took plage, at 223 - 
Elizabeth Street, Sydney, 
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4-A—ATediam (ALrs. Melia) on elsarr, 
B-b—Simall table ow which were poneils anid paper, 
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A—Myr,. MN. Joubert. F—Mr. F : 

E—Me. T. &. Henry. Gow Mra, Reem, 

C—Mr. FE. Rumble. H—Mr. C. L. Wallis. 

D—Dr. Pickburn. J—ir, 4———. 

E—Mre. E--——. Mr. Mellon attending to jamp. 
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consent, excusing hersetf on the plea that the smell of sesling-wax 
wade her ii, 

A small bamboo table (E-E}, on which were two or three sheets 
of foolscap paper (previonsly examined and initialled) and a pencil, 
Wil} stasad ngainst the window and about a foot from the curtain of 
“eabinet.” The lamp, shaded with a pink globe, was placed at the 
back of the sitters, as shown on plan, and to this Mr. Mefon attended 
throughout the evening, and regulated the light to suit. the 
“spirits.” No offer was made by the medium to allow herself to 
be searched, and Dr, M—— appeared to rely upon her bona-tides. 
We relied upon him in thet matter, 

Af? pm. she togk her chair (at A.A. on plan} outeide the cabinet, 
and the gas was turned completely out. The light from the shaded 
lamp was very dim, and I could only ser the piece of white tape on the 
medium’s hair showing against the dark buck ground of the curtains. 
and barely distinguish the dim outline of the back of her chair and 
elbows. She sat with her back lo the sitters and facing the curtains, - 
saying that the light on her face from the lamp would be disturbing. 


aA fow chords on Dr M ‘'s auto-harp and a little singing 
from the company, and after shout eight or ten minutes a white hazy 
foto scemedl to grow gradually up from Mrs. Mellon's Jap and at the 
Bane time axtendad downwards te the floor beside her knee. This at 
frat appeared like a long atrip of white drapery, and then fluctuated 
and distended until part of the drapery covered the medinm's shoulder, 
though T eontd nos detect any movement of her back or elbows while 
this was going on 

The drapery had now assumed the rough shape of a draped female 
form with head covered, and thea slewly what appeared to be an arm 
went out, like the arm of a semaphore, and pointed towards the fire- 
place. The process was then exactly reversed and the form was lost 
to sight, apparently somewhere down near Mrs, Mellon's lap. 


Next a short form of the same draped character: appeared about 
twelve inches from the medium on the side nearest the window. It 
was about the heicht of a child of 4 or 5 years, and aftera few minutes 
appeared to be reabsorbed into the medium. 


Mrs. Mellon then informed us that these were “Josephine” and 
« Cissy” “ trying to materialise,” but that they were unable te do so 
properly ouside * gabinet,”" as it required so much extra power. The 
effect was certainly very wondertul, but the light was so dim that one 
eould not see what was geing on in front of the medium. We ex- 
pressed ourselves so far satisied~—we could not do otherwise ; we were 
under promise not to leave our seuts (to personally investigate} ; and 
though the darkness and absenca of searching provided ample oppor- 
tunity for trickery, it clearly would never do to make such an 
secusation without proof. ‘This form of exhibition was new to me 
and to most of the others present, and one cannot be expected to 
have an explanation ready on the spur of the moment for all the 
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“phenomena” at the command of a medium of twenty-five years 
standing. 

Mrs. Mellon then retired into the “cabinet,” and was said te be 
entranced or “ controHed” by “ Cissie,” whe talked through-her in the 
usunt childish manner for some time, while (as she jnformed us) 
“Josephine” was materialising inside. “Josephine” shortly after 
appeared clothed in white, with bare arms and neck, and long dark 
hair hanging down over her shoulders, She walked out into the 
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middie of the room, took some flowers which were handed her by Dr. 
ML —. , separated them, and then came over and handed me one at 
arm's length, At request she then allowed Dr. M.——~ to measure 
her hair with tape for comparison with the previous measurement of 
the medium's, ‘This he did in the most reverent manner possible, and 
did not take the opportunity, which he might, of ascertaining that it 
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was not o wig that he was measuring, “Josephine” then retired to 
cabinet, and after a short interval “Cissie” appeared between the 
opening of the curtaing and tock a box of chocolates, whieh were 
handed to her by Dr M.m——. She then romped about with the 
sound of bare fect upon the floor, and dodged round the back of the 
curtains and out of the side next the wincow. She was requested 
then to place her hand wpon the sheet of foolecap on the littl: tabie, 
ani without enming away fram the curtains she placed her hand. 
apparently on the paper asd traced round ita outline with the peneil. 
After the sdange the paper was examined, and the drawing reproduced 
was found upon it. “ Cissie’ returned to “ealvinet,” and then a tall 
attenuated form which bowed to the name of ‘ Wahrungha” appeared 
between the curtaine and shock hands with Dr. M.--.--, who advanced 
for the purpose—(Dr. M. aiterwards described the hand sa not 
fully formed)—and then appeared to bring the medium out and showed 
her to the sitters. Dr Af again edvanuced and shook hands with 
the medium. Only one of her hands was visible 

Both the form and the medium then vanished hehind the curtains, 
and, after a short interval of singing, we were informed that the 
power was exhausted, and that nothing more would occur that night. 
The gas was acoordingly lit, and the medium emerged from the cabinet 
apparently rather tired. Her hair was found to be im the same 
eomdition as when tied up by me, and on comparison of the measure- 
ments of the hair, “ Josephine’s” was found to he about three inches 
longer than Mrs. Mellon’s. This, together with the knot constructed 
by me, proved at any rate that whether “Josephine” be Mrs, Mellon’ 
herself or not, Mrs. Melon's own hair does not do duty on these 
oceasions. This brought the first “test” to a close, and we departed 
with plenty of food for reflection. 
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CHAPTER ITI. 


TEST NO* 9: THs Fissr FPuorocrapnic Seance. “Grorocir™ 
PHoTOGRAPAEN. 


‘he second of the series of “ test * edances with Mrs, Metlon was. 
held this afternoon (Sunday, July 14th, 1894), ina room on the second: 
floor #t 223 Tlivabeth Street, Sydney, The accompanying plan shows. 
the exact arrangement of the room, cameras, sitters, nedium and 
eabinet,” 

The object of this “test” was to obtuin photographs of the. 
“naterialised ” forms, if possible in daylight, for the principal reason. 
of proving their reality, and objectivity, and that they were neither 
dae to hallucination nor hypnotism. Photegraphe of “ materialised 
apirit ” forms hed heen taken by Dr. M-——— in daylight on previous. 
occasions, notably that of “ Josephine,” reproduced in this book; but as. 
they were not taken under “test” conditions, they were not considered 
satisfactory as evidence. 

Now, the ordinary ‘spirit photograph,” as understood by 
spiritualists, means the image lefi on the sensitised plate of a shadowy, 
bnsubstantial, or vapourotis form or forms, which forms, they aasert,. 
ard always hovering round about us, although generally invisible to the 
human eye, These shadowy heings are aaid by spiritualists ta be the 
spirits of departed friends, etc, ; and they claim that, although invisible: 
to the hunt eye in its normal sinte, under certain conditions. 
these spirits affegt the sensitised plite of the camera, and thus leava 
their image, This ia the ‘‘ spirit’ photograph in the truc sense of the 
word, and these airy, unsehstantial beings, are not “ materialised ” to- 
undergo the processof photography, but arein their supposed usual, 
and hurornly speaking, invisible state. Such photographs have. 
frequently been exhibited, and liave been reproduced in Mr. Stead’s. 
journal from time to time ; but bhe testimony ay to their genuineness 
is, ike the photographs themselves, too shadowy to allow of their being 
considered evidence at all. It is well known that such photographs 
may easily be produced by a Httle trickery and manipulation of the. 
plates or back-ground ; though, in spite of the conviction of several 
persons for this offence, there are not wanting plenty of dupes who 
spend their money in obtaining these dubious portraits of their deceased 
frienda and relatives. 

There are several methads by which spurious spirit-photograps are 
produced, tovinstanceby manipulation of the plates either befure or after- 
they ave placed in the camera, or the higher department of fluorescenvs 
may be employed and any object rendered capable of heing photo- 
graphed which, to the normal human eye, ie utterly invisible. 1f the 
object bese prepared in a dark room as to reflect only the ultra-violet rays. 
of the spectrum, it will be easily photographed, although invisible to. 
the sharpest eye 
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‘Plan of Sn at 229 Elizabeth SEKbek: Syanoy, in which the 
Photographie “Test” took place. 
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A-A--Dr, M ‘s Camera, E.B--Mr. P. J. MM ‘ Caprera, 
C-O-—Medinm {Mre, alellon) seated. 
A—Dr. M——_., R—Mr. P——. 
R—Mr}. J, Mo F—-Mr. Rumble. 
C—Mr. T, 8. Henry, G—Mr. ©. L. Wallis, 
D—Dr, Pickburn. H—Mra. K : 
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By the agency of fivorescence, figures depicted upon a back- 
ground by such a substance as disulphate of quinine may become 
visible to the camera. Such a sulution, although to the eye it is 
colourless like water, is te the camera as black as ink, and in this 
manner «& back-ground sereen might be prepared. 

But through the mediumship of Mrs. Mellon, the forma to be 
photographed were “materialised,” that is to eny substantial aud 
visible to any eye, and with the ordinary human attributes, as wit- 
nessed mt the usual sédances, which have already Veen deseribed in 
Chapter I, 

The photographing was to take place In daylight, a thing hitherto 
unknown with any other medivm: and results in the way of “ spirit” 
photographs were expected which would surpass what had gone before. 
Doe care had been taken in the purchase and sealing up of the plates 
in the presence of witnesses, to prevent any tampering in that direc- 
tion; and the “eabinet” having been constructed under my own 
supervision and examined by everybody previeusly to taking their 
seata, there was clearly no chance of manipulating a background, were 
it otherwise possible in daylight. 

The platea used were Tford’s rapid dry plates, and were purchased 
by Mr. Rumble and Tir. M af Frost and Shipman's, George 
street, Sydney, on July loch, F294, and sealed by Mr, Ramble in the 
presence of Dr. M and the assistant, with Mr. Rumble’s own 
senl, and were then taken to 223 Elizabeth-streat, and locked and 
sealed upin a cupboard there in the presence of two witnesses, 

The committee assembled at 2.30 on the afternon of July 15th, 
and the oupbourd wae onlocked and the sealed packet inspected by all. 
‘Then the sealed packet was carefuily euarded down to the dark roon: . 
by Dy. Pickburn, Mr. Rumble and Dr. M——, and the seals broken 
and all the plates transferred to slides in the presence of these 
witnesses, never leavirg their sight until placed in the two cameras 
upstairs in the seance room, We hed all now assembled in this room, 
and the two cameras, which had been previously focussed, were placed 
in position, as shown at A-A and B-B on plan. 

The medium had srrived, and was rewoving her hat and cloak, IT 
had expected that Dr. 3£ would say something about searching 
beforshand to make the ‘‘test”™ complete. He had not said anything 
however, so J stated to him that he ought to insist on this point, as it 
was the erucial one of the whole proceedings. With considerable 
‘deference he suggested it to Mrs. Mellon, and she rather hesitatingly 
consented to be senrched by Mrs. E-—— in an adjoining room, Mrs, 
EF reported that this had been done,aud brought the modium into the 
‘séance room, and the door was then locked and sealed ab 5 o'clock, and 
the key retained by Mr. Wallis, After Mrs, Metlon had arranged tha 
‘sitters as shown on plan, and with their backs to the *# cabinet,” and 
the blinds had been adjusted so as to regulate the bright sunlight from 
the windows, she took her pince inside the cabinet at 3.5 p.m., and 
“ivew the curtains. These curtains had been so arranged with pulley: 
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that they worked ensily and rapidly, and the cords brought down 
behind in such a way that ene poll opened and another pull closed 
thew. I¢ had also been stipelated and agreed to that no person should 
look round when the curtains were opened and the signal given to 
expose the cameras, and even Dr, Al——— and his brother, who 
attended to the cameras, were under promise to wneevor the lenses 
* without looking round. This was explained by the medium oz a neces- 
sary condition, for the reason that the direct gaze of the human eye 
would, disintegrate the “materialised forms." After a considerable 
interval of singing to the accompaniment of the auto-harp, the signal 
to expose the cameras was given at 3.32 pom. by the curtains being 
drawn apart, An exposure of two seconds was given, and the curtains 
then closed, Mr. P.d, Ml—---'s camera missed fire, or rather he was 
late in exposing. 

T sat with my watch and note-book on my knee, and noted the 
time and particulars of each event, 

Mrs. Mellon, who was apparently not entranced, then remarked 
from within the “cabinet” that she thought she was out of foens and 
behinl “ Geordie,” but that they would try again, 

We sang ngain at request, and Mrs. Mellon made a few more 
remarks from behind the curtains, and said that “ Geordie” informed 
her that he would show lhigiselE to us afterwards, but that we were 
not to leok now. 

At 3.40 pan, Mrs, Melon was ''controlled” by “ Cissie,” ani 
speaking from within the “cabinet,” in " Clesie'’s” childlike voies, said 
that she came to give us instructions about taking the next photo, 
and further rematked that Dr. Pickhurn was looking round from the 
corner of his ayes, and that “that made ‘Geordie’ shrinle and bored 
holes in bim,"' and again requested thab we should not look round. 

Under the circumstances tlis waaa very pardonable curiosity on 
Dr. Pickburn’s part, ancl T myself, aud othera must, plead guilty to the 
samme ofience ; bat it furnishen valuable evidence further an. 

E noticed also that Mrs. E and Mr. Wallis had provided 
themselves with a hand mirrer, though undetected from the “ cabinet,” 
and stated afterwards that they obtained an excellent view of 
‘* Geordie” while the curtains were parted for the photographing. 

At3.49 pm. the signal was given and both cameras exposed 
again for two seconds. 

The blinds were then drawn down and the room slightly dark. 
ened, and we turned round in expectancy of ' Georcdie's” promised 
show, the cameras being kepk ready. 

After tive minutes’ waiting, Geordie” suddenly peeped out of 
the “eubinet, and quickly drew in again. T gob an excellent view 
of his face, and can describe it as very shining, and not at all lifelike, 
The cheeks were very highiy coloured, and the whole expression was 
lifeless, unreal, and fixed. This was the same impression the other 
spectators recrived. and was explained afterwards by the spiritualists 
as being due to “ Geordis’s” intense desire to remain absolutely stilt 
for the photograph. 
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Imay here remark that the readiness with which Spiritualism 
finds an explanation or excuse for any possible point of objection that 
may be raised is really wonderful. Immediately “Geordie” drew 
back into the “cabinet” Mrs Mellon enlled out to Dr. M-—— to go 
over, He went and examined her pulee, and stated to us that 
* Geordie” lad disappeared, and that the medium was alone in the 
“cabinet,” although we had allseen My, ‘Geordie’ just twa seconds 
Eee? This was quick work, aud beat lis osnal demateriatising 
recortl, 

At 4pm. Mrs, Mellon said that there was adady “ matertalising ? 
in the cabinet, whom she did not know, All this time we wore facing 
the exbineb, wand when the form appeared ani stooc for aboub 3 sesonds 
between the curtains, we elihad a cood view of it. The light, it will 
be remenibered, had been previously eubdued to allow “Geordie” to 
meet our gaze, added ta which the daylight was now failing. This 
awy account for the fact that both Mrs, TE and Dr. M—— thought 
they recognised a deceased relative in this strange lady. Dr. 41. ——, 
although saying that he thouclt the light insafficient, was anxious to 
photogragh this lady, and exposed the cameras for another 4 seconds 
while we turned our backs. Then the plates were changed, and the 
sume form opencd the curtains again and stood far 10 seconds for a 
second exposure, All these plates turned out afterwards to have been 
wasted over this lady, as they were failures from inguftictency of light. 

T was very well satistied with the good look T had at her, however, 
and noticed that the face was fair and animated, and the eyes blue, 

Tn fact the face bare » striking resemblance to the medium, and 
the contrast between the pallor and animatiun of thig face and the high 
ealour, shiny gloss, and rigwlity of “Geordie’s,” was very marked. 
Here I may say that there were more spiritualistic explanations given 
to account for this resemblance to the medium, 

“Cissie” took “control” againat 4-15 pm. Mrs. Mellon in the 
usual childish accents of this influence, said that the Jast form was a 
lady apparently between thirty and forty years of age, unknown to her, 
and appeared to have died of a wasting disease; antl also said that 
there was achild inside the “cabinet ” -* materalixing.” However, this 
form did nos appear, and Mes. Melion then said that she thoughé the 
power was exhausted, and terminated the séance at 4-20 p.m- 

Dre. Pickburn, Mr. Rumble, Dr. M—-— and Mr. P. Jf. 11—— then 
took the slides down stairs to che dark room and witnessed the removal 
and development of the plates. 

The medium, apparently exhausted, remained seated inside the 
cabinet until the rest of us went down stairs to get ten; some refresh- 
ment being sent up to her in the “ enbinet.” 

The negatives, when developed, were handed round for the 
inspection of all, and, with the exception of the failures already 
enumerated, Were very clear and wellilefined portraits of “ Geordie.” 
The photographs from these negatives are already well known to the 
Sydney public, and some of the best have heen reproduced for 
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publication, After the negatives had been shown to Lhe medium, she left 
the house to return home. : 

The result of this sGance was very gratifying, and the great 
advance which these negatives showed upon all previous “ Spirit-pho- 
tographa” was considered to redonnd greatly to the mediam and the 
ope tec onde Theoretically they were couplute “tests,” ag to the 
reality of Spirit materiaHsation. The chain of enrefully considered 
evidenot, duly witnessed step by step hy several reliable persons, 
froma the purchasa and sealing up of the plates in the shop down to 
their developinent afterwards in the dark room, wad unbroken and 
theoretically vomplebe, and apparently left nu loophole for any possi- 
bility of trickery, From a practicnl view, however, the weakest poiut 
in this whole chain of evidence was the fact that while there were 
several witnesses to attest every other point, there was only one 
Witness to the searching. To the majerity of those present this 
appeared but a trifling .matter; in fact, so trifling that it wns almost 
overlooked. Dr. M—— and others considered the bonafidas of the 
medium to have been sufficiently tested in England to accept her yee 
dix withont more enquiry, He promised, however, to strengthen 
this point of evidence at the next ‘‘test,” on my suggestion that other 
Witueses to the searching would atrengihen what appeared to my 
mind to be the most crucial point of the whole * test,” 
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CHAPTER JV. 


TEST No. 3; Tau Suconp Puorograrnic Seances, avp tum Resuer, 


THST No, 4; Tua THinp Poorocrariid Seayee, axp Revarxanne 
DEVELOPMENTS. 


The Second Photographic Séance of this series of experiments 
took phe on the afternoon of Sunday, August Sth, 1894, at 223, 
Elizabeth-street, Sydney. Mr. R. C. T. Morgan, of Melbourne, 
Secretary to the Psychieal Research Society of that city, then on 
visit to Sydney, was invited to be present, and, with that exception, 
the circle comprised the same persons as cnumerated in the account of 
the first photograpiuc test. 

The object of this second attempt at photographing the “ mate- 
vialised spirit” forma was to obtain photographs showing the medium 
more distinetly beside “ Geordie,” and sufliciently clear to place her 
identity beyond dispute. in the series of photographs obtained at the 
last sitting, “Geordie” himself appeared well developed and clearly 
defined, while the tedium unfortenately was wnrecognisable, the 
blurved image of her face being just apparent over “Geordie’s” right 
shoulder, The parcel containing the dry plates had been purchased, 
looked up, sealed. and the whole transaction duly witnessed, as on the 
previous OCCASION, — 

We assembled in the same room as for the Jast sdanee, the 
arrangement of the room, sitters, cameras, and “ calsinet” being 
almost exactly the same as that shown on the plan in Chapter FE, 
except that Dr. Pickburn and myself were placed at tirst behind the 
other sitters on this occasion, but subsequently moved. 

The cameras wore focussed on the “ cabinet” as before, and all was 
ready when the medium arrived just before 3 o'clock, 

Following out my suggestion, Dr, M——_—— jihad decided to ask the 
medium to allow two persons to witness the searching, and Mrs. Mellon, 
on arrival, consented to permit Mrs. E and w domestic te carry 
thia oub in an rdjoining room. This they professed to have done 
thoroughly, and brought Mys. Mejlon into the sdance roow at 3.10 p.m, 
the door being then locked and sealed, Mrs. Mellon then re-arranged 
the sitters acmewhat, making me change places with Mr. Morgan, 
thus placing Mr. Morgan st my back and between ina and the 
“eabinet,” She then took her seat inside the cabinet at 3.20 p.m, 

Here let me say that, after the satisfactory view of “Geordie * 
obtained through the niirrer on the previous oceasion by Mrs, EB 
and Mr, Wallis, everyone of us had come provided with a mirror on 
this day, and, as far as ] can ascertain, the medium was unaware before. 
hand of our clandestine intentions. 
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After singing for forty minutes without any remark from the 
‘cabinet’ and no reselt except a movement of the curtains as if some- 
one were peeping out aé us, one of the silters next me remarked that 
he thought that “Geordie” must have detected the mirrors. If he 
(“ Geordie ") was sharp enough to catch Dr, Pickburn looking round 
on the previous occasion, he or anybody else peeping out from the eur- 
tains, could not fail to see nine mirrors held Up in A Very expectant 
attioude. Anyhow at eight minutes past + p.t, Mra, Mellon said, 
# Are you saady, dooter And thon further sat that “ Geordie” 
was in the “cabinet” materialised, ht seemed to he melting away 
again as something was wrong, At this remark Me. Wallis looked at 
we significantly. 

Another tedious halfbour of singing without result, and without 
any remarks from the cabinel, proved a trifle wearisome. Mors. Mellon 
aid not speak all this time and was thought to beentranced. At 1-30 
p.m the sound of rapping was heard to proceed from the cabinet, and 
on enquiry if the “ spirits” had a mesenge to communicate, the follow- 
ing was rapped out :— 

“ Goordie is disgusted with you for having mirrors.” 

Mrs, Mellon then, in a tone of apparent great annoyanee, asked 

* What does this mean f “* Who luwd mirrors fT’ and was informed 
that all present had them. She then said that if was s mean advan- 
tage totuke, aa we had been told previously blat to look at the “ spirit 
forms” in daylight, caused them to melt and bored heles in ther, 

We all apologised, and replied that we were unaware that looking 
at the reflected image in a mirror would have the same disintegrating 
effect as that supposed to be produced by the direct gaze from the- 
human cya, 

We then promised to pug the mirrors away if Mrs. Melton would: 
try for a little longer, We sat till 5-10 p.m., but without result, and 
then broke up the sitting, after having experienced one of the most 
tedious afternoons that 1 reme:nber. 

The medium appeared very much annoyed, ond inclined to 
severely blame Mr. Wallis as the originator of the “mirror test” {as 
I way cal) it), although we ail pleaded guilty on this ocexsion. 

After she had departed, a council of war was leld, and is was 
decided that the committee shoukt subseribe towards « present of 
jewellery to be given to the medinui as a solatium to her injure! 
feelings, anc in the hope that we might be forgiven, and the oppor- 
tunity of another photographic sdance allawed us, 

An evening or two after that, a small gathering was held at the: 
Hotel Métropéle, and on behalf of the committees au apologetic and 
glowing speech wag made, and Mrs. Mellon was formally presented 
with some valuable jewellery. 

Mrs. Mellon passed over our offence; we were forgiven, and 
promised another. sitting from her, which would take place on the- 
following Thursday afterncon. 
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We accordingly assembled on the following Thuraday, August 91h, 
1894, for the third photegrapbic séance. Besides the medium, there 
were nresené Dr, M—-—, Mrs. B—-—, Mr. N. Joubert, Mr. CL. Walls, 
Mr. Rumble, Mr, F , dir. H.C. T. Morgan, Mr. P. J. M , and 
myself. The photographte’plates had been purchased on the previons 
day, and the sane precautions of sealing up the packet, locking and 
sealing the cupboard, ete., carried out as before in the presence of 
witnesses, 50 that there was no possible loophole for these plates te be 
tampered with beforehand, 

A 2 pm, the cupboard was unlocked, the packet taken down stairs 
to the dark room, and the plates transferred to the slides in the pres- 
ence of aeveral witnesses and then escorted up te the séance room. ‘This 
was the same room as that used for the photographing before, and the 
arrangement waa similar to that on other occasions deseribed, and 
shown on the last plan. 

After focussing the cameras, Mrs. Mellon was soarched by Mrs. 
E —— and the domestic in an adjoining room, and (hen brought into 
the séance room, and the door locked and sealed at 2-38 p.m. Mra 
Mellon then touk her sexi in the “cabinet,” aud the venetian blinds 
were regulated to admit the proper light. We sat with our becks te 
the “cabinet” as before, and saug to the accompaniment of the anto- 
harp. 

At 3°20 p.m. Mre. Mellon was “controlled” by * Cissie,” and, 
with her usual childish manner of speech, requested Mr. Jowbert to sit 
at the back between the rest of us and the cabinet, while FT had to 
change phices with him and move further away, 

She then informed us that we were to close our eyes directly we 
heard the curtains move, and to keep them closed while the curtains 
were open. This was evidently done to guard againsh a repetition 
of the “mirror text.” 

At 325 pm. Mrs. Mellon, in her normal voice, said: ‘Are you 
ready, Doctor?” We then closed our eyes as promised, while the cur- 
tains Were drawn aside for about 5 seconds, and an exposure of 3 
seconds taken with both cameras. | 

Mrs. Mellon then said from within the “calgnet,” “TI am afraid 1 
moved.” 

The curtains rattled again, the same performance of closing our 
eyes was reposted, and the cameras again exposed for 3 seconds, The 
pilates wero then changed at 3 30, and we indulged in another interval 
of singing, At 345 pm. Dr. M—— was again asked if he wore ready, 
and all the eyes again closed, while the curtains were once more drawn 
aside anc another exposure of Seecondsy taken. Mrs. Mellon then gaid, - 
“That last ‘imeterialised spirit’ was the form of a lady, bet I don't 
know who she is.” ‘The two previous shote had been taken at 
“Geordie,” the wish having been expressed beforehand that he should 
be again photographed tegether with the medium. 

At 255 pm. Mrs. Mellon said, ‘I'm afraid thut they'll not be 
able todo any more,” so at 4 o'clock we broke up the sitting and 
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uhlocked the door. ‘The medium retuained inside the cabinet to rest. 
while the plates were taken downstairs to the dark room and developed 
in the presence of Mr, Joubert. Mr. Morgan, Mr. P. J. M and 
Dr. M——. 


The rest o£ us adjourned downstairs for tea, and refreshments 
were gentup to the medium in the cabinet, 


Lhe portraits of “Geordie” were found on development to be 
remarkably good negatives, showing “Geordie” and the medium 
standing beside him, clearly defined and easily recognisable, One of 
these portraits has bees reproduced for puliication, and with the 
exception of au slight change in position the others are similar to this. 
With regard to the last exposure of the onmerag nt the supposed 
“form of a lady,” the plates on development showed what appeared 
like the draped form of an cld woman, The head was draped round 
with white, so as to conceal the eyes and chin, and the only feateres 
visible from this shroud-like covering were the mouth and nose. There 
was some dispute afterwards as to the sex of this individual, some of 
those who saw the portrait claiming it to be a man. 


Twill refer to all these photographs again in « Inter chapter. 
There were no failures this time; all the negatives were good, and the 
result of this highly-scuccessfal photographic séance was considered to 
bea “triumph.” Nothing like this had ever been achieverl Lefore in 
the way of “spirit plotogeaphy ;” and wa congratulated both ove- 
selves and the medinm upon the successful issue to what we wers 
bound to consider (theoretically speaking) a mosh camplele and 
thoroughly perfect “test.” In theory, this chain of evidence was 
complete and unbroken; we iad taken every precaution against the 
fraudulent manipulation of the plates, ete.; the medium had been 
searched by two witnesses ; and yet the "spirit forma” appeared aud 
were photographed on the sensitised plates. Was not this complete 
evidence of the genuineness of the ‘‘ phenomena 7” 


The foregoing nccounts are the recurds which I intended 
to publish, and comprised my contemplated book. ‘T[hosa who 
will tuke the trouble to refer to the first number of the Cosmos 
Magazine will see the contemplated work advertised there to that 
effect. Now, although I felt inclined at this point to accept 
the genuineness of these phenomena, on the strength of the appar- 
ently irrefutable evidence of the last photographie test, I had no 
intention of asoribing these or any other phenomena ta a spiritual 
origin. Tam, andalways have been, strongly averse to Sparibualisne 5 
and it was only from the material and physical standpoint that T vas. 
investigating its so-called phenomena, Even if these phenomena were 
proved genuine (and our last test appeared at the time to support this), 
i proferred to consider then: due te some little-known natural laws, 
gome abnormal concentration of fares, which was able to objectivate 
and materialise the thought forms evolved from our own conscious or 
sub-conscious intellects. This certainly appears rather an abstruse 
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theory, butsupported, ua it seemed to be, by other transcendental 
Physics! phenomena, it is more reasonable and logical than the 
spirttualistic hypothesis to account for the so-called phenomena of 
mterinisation,  Thase who will refer to the above-mentioned 
advertisement will find there absolutely no mention of either spirits 
or Hpiritualism, and such hasalways been my attitude in the matter. 


To accuse me, therefore, of inconsistency in my present attitude 
in. as wrong and as unjust as to call me a apiriiualist, My only object 
lite been to probe the truth, sr otherwiec, of certain efleged phenomena, 


Defore proceeding to describe other events, and my further train 
of reasoning which led up to thera, I will here give Mrs Mellon's own 
account of her sensations whilst undergoing thease photographic teers, 
This account, written by herself after duo thought and deliberation 
wils supplied to me some fine after ihe Inat-mentioned “test” took 
place, to be published with my records of these “tests.” I give it 
here for what it may be worth, apd without forther comment. Mrs. 
Nellon says :— 

"Concerning the photographing of the materialised spirit forms 
my senbatlonsy, ete, 

"Commencing with ‘Josephine,’ a photograph of whom was 
taken by Dr, AMl——-— on the afternoon of March 16th, 1894. JT 
felt, during the early part of the process, a chilling and benumbing 
sensation steal all over my body, while the psychoplasm was being 
taken from me, and which came principally from my left side and 
from the tips of my fingers. 

“This psychoplasm, or vanoury mass, fell ab my feet in waves 
and clouds, very beautiful to Jock at; then, as it arose and fell, T 
could see flashes of glorious ght here and there, like rays of bright 
sunlight on a rippling brook, 

“T felt that the veil beiween us was partially lifted. J felt that 
certain laws in operation would quicken the forces that would even- 
tually cause a temporary materialised form to present itself. (Fhat 
temporary forms can and do build up from elenents, gases, and 
particles of matter in the atmosphere, combined with the magnetic 
nerve, aura, etc., taken from the medium andl sitters, is an absolute 
fact, of which we have abundant proof.) And as I gazed, with half- 
closed eyes, I saw this moving, living mass gradually, Fut surely. 
assanie « distinct human shape. The face, head and hatr were the 
last to make their appearance. 

“7 felt impressed from the tirst it was my dear guide ‘Josephine’ 
who was materialising ; and, as she grew stronger, i eenaié convinced 
that my impression wag correct. 

“During this interesting process F could see other beings, very 
shadowy, certainly, but perfeetiy distinct, making passes with their 
hands from right to left, and rice versa, over the form of ' Josephine.’ 
T saw her stagger several times as though she would fall, but as the 
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psychoplasm continued to How from my side the form became stronger 
and clearer, whilst }, up to this stage, had been gradually getting 
weaker. My hands then cummenced to tingle aud burn, while nry face 
became rigid. Jeould not move a muscle, my tongue clove to the roof 
of wy mouth, I could not have attered a word to awe my life. I felt, 
as it were, wider a apell, although my brain was clear, 1 was perfectly 
conscious tha whole ttme, from hegiueing to end. However, this 
rather unpleasant sensstion lasted only when Josephine’s head and 
face were being taterintised ; and ac I got the signul (three tiny taps 
of my chair) te open the curtains, I felt a sudden eush of power flow 
up my arms ; but the rigidity of my fice did nat relax in the slightest 
deyree wotil after ‘-losephine' was photographed, when she suddenly 
collapsed, causing me to shake violently, T felt that T must call soiae- 
one to me to hold imp bands for a few moments, in order te resuscitaie 
mea little, This 1 inmuinediately did, asking one of the sitters, Air. 
R————, to please come to me at once. "After holding my hands some 
few minutes, [ felt greatly restored. 

“Such a manifestation as the materialised form cannot possibly 
be put down to any hypothesis but the true one— viz., the Spiritaal, 

“ Have we not been walking amid the shadows already too long 
and at last have come inte the light and glory which we must reeog- 
nise and take into our beerts. sa 

“With regard to my sensabions during the photographing of the 
spirit known as * Geordie’ : 

“First: My face did not beeome rigid as in the esse when 
‘Josephine’ was materialised, but TE felt much more reduced in size. My 
aria werg attenuated, ray face felt drawn and pinched, and F felt 
frightfully hungry. T was perfectly conscious the wholetime, T contd 
tall as well as ‘Geordie,’ who spoke just before lie was photographed. 

After the photographing took place, the form immediately col- 
lapsed, throwing me inte a violent tremor. I called to De, M———— 
to catch hold of my hands, which he did, at the enme time feeling my 
pulse which was found to be abnormally high and irregular. 

“T was so exhausted after this sitting that almost fainted away, 
since which time J have enffered fron seneral weakness, 

“T may state that both before and ofter the sitting I con- 
sented to be taken inte a bedroom by a lady and her inaid, and under- 
went the painful ordeal vf having my clothing examined. I always 
make ita point of wearing only coloured clothing when I am to hold 
a seance, and, at the lady's suggestion, I discarded the ordinary white 
gniderweer for coloured flaanels. 

*[ thonght this sugeestion ridiculously abeurd at the time, bub I 
do not regret having complied with the lady's wish, if by doing so I 
have atrengthened the evidence of the manifestations, the only white 
artigle about me being a wilk liandkerchicf, ‘The little child known as 
‘Cissie’ wag photographed by J. Stewart Smith, Esq. at his own 
residence in Edinburgh on September drd, 1890, and in daylight, 
hetween the hours of 2.30 and 3 o'clock in the afternoon; the sitting 
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was, as you see From the time stated, a short one, published in thre 
Medium and Daybrenk on October 3rd, 1890. ‘Cisste’ has attended 
me almost ever sinee the beginning of my development as a mediem 
some twenty-four years, and her first effort at materialising must date 
back twenty-two years. She was a mere chile, then aboutsix yenrs of 
rue; however, thera is some doubt as to her correctage. L only judge 
it to be, ag F have stated, fram her appearance. I used to see her 
elairvoyantly, long before she learned the Selenca of Matertalisation. 
‘Cissie’ could not at first speak a word of English, but can now speale 
fairly good English, and tells us thatin spirittife bhe ig now grows up ; 
but that when she comes into my aun and takes on the earth's 
conditions, she feels as she did when in earth life, and therefore always 
manifests us a child, 

“* Cisserina’ is her spirit name but for convenience sake we eal] her 
'Cissie’; she is a dear little thing, and is quite worthy of all the love 
and affection in whieh she is held by our many English friends az 
heme, and has always been to me as a dear friend and comforter.” 
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CHAPTER ¥. 


TEST No. oO: Tae Seance ror Weieuiwe win “Sprairs,” ayo 
WB LESULE, 


Although IT here speak of this Weighing Sdance as test No, 5, J 
do 40 for the reason that Mr. . C.T. Morgan, of Melbourne, under 
whoue direction it was arranged and carried aut, has talked of it in 
Melbourne asa “ test,” and not hecause either Lr. M——, myself, or 
others present considered it as such, It was altogether an informal 
affair, arranged on the spur of the moment for the personal enlighten- 
ment of Mr, Morgan ; was not held under any pretence at “ test” con- 
ditions, end included no searching of the medium, neither was she 
secured in any way to the seale on which she was suppoeed to sit. 
Mr. Morgan has, however, brought it forward as evidence in support 
of his views, both in the Melbourne newspapers and before the 
Peychival Research Society of that city; and so I will here criticize 
the oceurrence as it stands, and consider what value can be given to 
this evidence and why it eannot be put forward as a ‘ test,” 

We assembled at Mrs, Meflon’s house, 6 Waverley Road, Wool- 
lahra, Sydney, at 4 pm. on Monday, July 30th, 1594, and among 
others present were Mr, and Bre. ©. T. Wallis, Mr. Morgan, Mr. 
Joubert, Dr, M- and myself, 

Two of Feirbank’s weighing machines had been hired by Mr. 
Morgan, from Lassetter amd Co. during the day, and had been 
conveyed to Mrs. Mellon's house during the afternoon. The weighta 
and particulars were noted by myself as they occurred, which records 
I afterwards supplied to Mr. Blorgan, [ will now quote his own 
words in describing the procerdines :-— 

“IT assisted to haus the curtains of dark material across the 
corner of the room, and all the preparations, ib wil) be observed, were 
made in the presence of afl the sitters. 

"One of the two weighing machines was of a type usually found 
upon a railway station for weighing goods, having a back and pro- 
jecting arw with index inseribed. 

“This machine was then wheeled behind the curtain, the index 
arm or beam projecting from behind the curtain into the room, and in 
front of this arm and within two feet of the curtain I placed wy 
chair, being, pevhaps, four feet in front of the first row of sitters. 
The second or smaller machine, standing only some twenty inches 
high, was placed in front of the curtain in full view of the aitters, 
and 144 inches from the curtain. 

“Dr M — undertook to attend to this machine and to the 
weighing of the forms, while ! noted the register of the machine 
upon which Mra, Melon sat. 
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“A smell bull’s-eye lantern, with a crimson glass, was provided te 
read the index. Mr: Henry, in the circle, was deputed to note the 
weights when called by Dr. AE———— and myself. Mrs. Mellon was 
first weighed and her weight ascertained to ba 7 stone 13 Tbs., and the 
box upon which she sat weighed 8 lbs., nating a total weight upon her 
scales of 8 atone & Jie. She took her seat behind the curtain at 8.35 
ym., and her weight was again taken and found to be the same as 
hefure--vig, with the bex 8 stane 6 lhs, Needless ta say no person 
could anter the room without unlocking the doors and being observed 
by every one present, and such person would Jinve to pass through 
three rows of sitters and even after thar be exposed fo theserutiny of 
Dr. M——— and myself, who were posted in front of the circle and 
close to the curtain. At 8.50 —the intervening 15 minutes being filled 
up with singing tothe accompaniment of Dr. M———'s auto-harp— 
‘ Cissie,’ the little mulatto girl who manifests through Mrs. Aelloa, 
came out into the room through the centre of the curtain and where it 
divides, and behind which curtaiu, as previously stated, Mrs, Medlon, 
Sit ipon the scales ; and that she did actually occupy that position 
during the whole of the sitting I can without hesitation affirm, as 
although T did not keep the lantern on the scales the whole time, I did 
so every fow minutes, never allowing a minute to olapse without feeling 
anil testing the beam of Mrs. Mellon's scales to nxeertain that her 
weight still rested wpen the platform. This important fact sliould he 
borne in mind in reforence to all the manifestations of which F shall 
speak, ‘Cissie,’ whose dark featurea and hair were distinetly visible 
to the a8 7 sat within two feet of her as she emerged from the centre of 
the curtain, stepped out apparently cautiously to (he smaller scales out- 
skle the curtain, and was asked by Dr. M—-— to step on to the 
platforu of the scales, She first put one foot upon the platform and 
shovk it, causing it (o oscillate, and the vibration was distinctly audible 
not only to those near but to all those in the room, 

“After trying it for a few moments, she stepped boldly on to the 
platform, and I heard her little bare feet danca upon the iron stand, 
producing a sound readily recognised bat difficult to deseribe. 

* After the vibration had eeased, Dr. M—-~ held a small lantern 
iv position so as te read the index on the scales ‘Cissie’ stood apon, 
and after ropeatediy satisfying himself that it was correct, announced 
that the Weight registered was 1 stone 2 tbs. 1 took Mra. MeHon’s 
weight at the same time and found it to be 6 stone 6 lbs, showing a 
Joss, or reduction of tive stone, Lut as *Cissie’ only absorbed 1 stone 2 
ths. the other 12 lbs, remains to be accounted for; but I believe from 
wit followed that ‘Geonlie’ was at the same time maberializing or 
preparing todo so whilst ' Cissie’ was ouside the curtain. 

There was a space of 14dinches between the curtain and the out- 
side acales, and when ‘ Cissie’ waz outside J wag cureful to ascertain 
that nothing connected the form of ‘Cissie’ with anything behind 
the curtain, and that nothing but vacancy (if the use of such a term 
involving a paradox is admissible) intervened or ocowpied this space of 
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147 inches, and I think I should add that noarticle whatever, no picce 
of furniture was left belind the curtain. Al! that was there wos the 
medium, the scales, apd the box used as a seat. 

* After the weight had been called by the Doctor and verified by 

myself and noted by My. Henry, ‘ Cissie’ stepped off the platform 
and bowed repeatedly, kissing her hands to tho sitters, the sound pro 
‘duced by the lips heing distinetly audible and as natural as though 
produced by any mortal, In factit was dilfloult to realise that she 
differed in any respect from on ordinary child, with this exception, shat 
whilat taking on tewporarily the garment of the material boy in order 
to render herself visible to our material senses, she had not acquired 
the fuculty of apeect, 

“ After retiring behind the curtain, ‘ Cissie'’ dematerialignd and 
controlled Mrs. Mellon, spesking for ahout four ov fiye minutes, enquir- 
ing after and sending messages to several who are not inthis audience. 
She also said that she had not done all she had wished to do as 
‘Geordie,’ who was present, was reserving most of the power for hins- 
self, as he intended to de something important, 

“]é wos now six minutes past 9 o’elock, and whilst ' Cissie’ 
was coutrolling the medium I took the weight of the latter, end found 
it 6 stone 11 lbs. Inafew minutes a tall female form appeared, but 
beyond the fact that it was a female it was impossible to recognise the 
features, but it was taller than Mrs. Mellon, and stood for two or three 
minutos in front of the curtain pointing to one of the sitters, but from 
the fact that there were then three rows of sittera some difieulty was 
experienced in determining far whom she came, every question as to whom, 
she pointed, heing followed by the shake of the head, denoting nega. 
tion, although the hand continued to point through the misty half 
transparent deapery. ‘This form then retired, and at 9.25 * Geordie’ 
stepped outside the curtain, coming from the centre where i¢ divided, 
He did not speak, but obviously knowing the ohjevt of the #itting, he 
straightway struck with his bare fee, first right and then left, the pint- 
form of the scales, causing a vibration audible all over the room. 

“ He did this several times, and then without iuvitation atepped ap 
and stood upon the platform, upon which he stamped several times, 
the thud of his bare feet being distinctly heard and also the vibration 
of the platform. 

“Dr. M-——- then took his weight, being very careful about it, 
and reassuring himself of its curreciness, occupying about two minates 
i the process, and reported that ib was 7st, 2lb. TD then took Mrs, 
Mellon's weight, and fomnd if was Sst. dlb., and Tam assured that it 
was practicnily this weight whilst ‘Geordie’ was being weighed, as F 
kept my finger on the balance of the mediuw's scales whilst 
‘Geordie’ was being weighed. and there was no difference from that 
time until a few seconds after T read the tidex on the meciurm’s scales, 
After ‘Geordie’ had retired some two minutes, I again took Mra. 
Melloo’s weight, and found it had failen to 4st. 13)b., the explanation 
being thet ‘Geordie’ was developing fer the direct voice, 
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“At 9.35, oc ten minutes after he had first appeared, ‘Geordie’ 
evne out ugain, but this time at the further end of the curtaiz uear 
the wall, and not from the centre as before ; aud in the direct roice 
said quite distinctly, aléhengh im somewhat hoarse tones, ‘Sore 
light.’ 

“Mr. Mellon, who was sitting in the third row and furthest AWAY 
fron the ettittined recess, turned the gus jebuphigher, although not 
full up, bat ‘Geordie’ was dissatisfied, nud said in a distinctly con- 
fidient tone, ‘Turn it fall wp.’ 

“Ain Mellon complied, and ‘Geordie’ immediately said, ‘ That's 
wyand,’ and stood in the light thit gave the wost vivid view of the 
materialized form tt has been my privilege to witness. Ilis features 
were tistinetly visthle, and any person who has seen his photograph 
would bave recognised him atonce. He retiained in full view of ail 
the sitters for about 30 seconds, and so hright was the light that one 
gentionan who was present, 2s a practical illustration of the bright- 
ness of the hght, took ont hts wateh, wiiich has the dial engraved 
upon the outside, and holding it alt arms Jength from him easily ascer- 
tained tbe tins. 

* Now at this time I was vareful to ascertain that Mrs. Mellons 
reab was suit occupied, and for that purpose kept constantly feeling . 
dhe heams of her seales and ascertained that they still stood at 4st. I3ih, 
‘Geordie’ was af too great a distance from the soules for the explana- 
tion or suguestion that it was the mediunt representing him, for if 
that were the ease the only weight left upon the scales would have 
heen the box, which weighed only Sib; and It mugt aleo be remem- 
bered that ‘Geordie’ stood clear of the curtain and furthest from 
the place where the inedium sat. ‘Geordie’ then retired, and at 
1.58 'Ciesie’ came out aprin from the centre of the curtain, and 
danced upon the floor and kissed her hand, when Dr, 341- asked 
her to play upon his augte-harp. At first sho appeared timid, and 
retreated hackwards, when he knelt down and held the harp towards 
her she advanced a step, and gaining courage touched tlre strings with 
her fingers several times, producing sounds audible to all the sitters. 
and I distinotly saw her fingers, though covered with the misty 
drapery, touching the chords. 

*T again took the medium’s weightand found it Gst. 2ib., and 
aenin before *Cisgie’ retired if feH to Sat. 12bb 

“ After ‘ Cigsie’ left, Mrz. Mellon asked for Dr. M——, skating 
she felt wel) exhausted, and the doctor put his hand through the 
curtain aud took her pulse, reporting that he found it 130, very 
irregular and much reduced in velume and force (CM course, excite- 
ment will quicken the pulse, and did it present no other feature, it 
would bear little significance, but its irregularity and reduction in 
volume and foree are very important when considering this question 
of materialisation. 

“ At 10°15 was repped out, ‘Cannot possibly do any more; light 
op. On Hegbting up, Mrs. MeHon’s pulse was taken by the Doctor 
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and found to be 88, and she was also immediately weighed ‘and 
found, with box, to be Sst. 6lbs., and I carefully inspected the recess to 
note whether anything appeared to be changed and to ascertain 
whether the medium’s dress or hair showed any signs of disarrange- 
arent,” 

tefore criticising the above account, let me again state that J did 

_ not it the time consider these informal experiments in any way worthy 

to he called a “test,” So strougly did I hold this opinion, and se 
wueh was I impressed with the possibility of trickery, and the cow- 
parative ease with which such scales, placed in such a position, and 
under the Inx conditions of the present instance, could be easily and 
imperceptibly manipulated by the medium, that I stated ta Dr. 
M--— and Mr. Morgan, immediately after this aéance, that I 
could not consider these experiments at al) in the light af evident ce, 
wd that they estabhshed no proof whatever, When the other 
persons had gone, I further demonstrated to these two gentlemen, in 
the presence of Mrs. Melon, that I could, by standing with one fout 
an each seale, so regulate the balance of my body os to throw what 
weight I liked upon either scale. I stood upon the scales myself and 
showed them this, and thatit was quite possible for the medium, with 
shoes and stockings removed, to have stood up aml with one arm held 
the tigace of “ Geordie” outside the curtains, while she placed one bare 
fant upow the smaller scale and stamped with it. She could thas, with 
one foot on each aeale, threw the bulk of her weight on to whichever 
foot she pleased, while Mir. Morgan, with bis finger on the balance 
bear of the larger aeale, would he unaware that she was not seated 
and would feel only the expected fluctuation of the balance of this 
larger seale, supposed ta be due to the loss of weight by the medium. 

Let it be clearly borne in mind that the platforms of these two 
scales were only 144 inches apart, and that the platform of the larger 
measured 74 inches, and that of the smaller only 4 inches in height 
from the floor. .As « further experiment to demonstrate this, 3 
rejuested Mrs Mellon to stand apon the scales herself, and the follow- 
ing entry in my pocket-book, recorded at the time, shows plainly the 
result, aluhough we had the full Heht to read the seales by :-— 

“Mrs. Mellon standing with one foot on each seale, and without 
the box used as seat. 

* Weight registered on ameller sexle—fist. 6}]ba. 

“Weight registered’ on larger scale—Ist. 84]bs. 

“ Giving «a total weight ef Sat. 1th. 

“Mrs. Melion’s weight, taken both before and after séance upon 
one scale, was envefuliy ascertained to be 7st, 12]bs. 

“This, when compared with the above weight of Sst. 1b. shows 
a cifference of Glbs. 

«The ineresse of 3be. in the total weight above is due to the 
mupessibility of reading both scalez simultaneously during the above 
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Here, then, is the explanation to the supposed combined weight 
of “ Geordie " and the mediom which Mr, Morgan talks of, as showing 
the grand total of [2si. Sthe. The weights taken on this occasion 
were certainly not taken sinultancously, They were taken in the 
dark, and after a good deal of fumbling on the part of both Dr. M—— 
and Mer. Morgun, dna, doubtleasiy, to their aunacquaintance with 
weights and aealos. Te took the two of them to find the weights for 
“Geordie,” and, after this had been ascertained und noted by myself, 
Mr, Morgan turned his attention to Mra. Moellan’s seale, 

The whole progess took to or three minutes, so Lint there was 
ample time for the medium to throw whatever weight she pleased epon 
either scale. 

Let it be also borne in mind that the medium was neither searched 
nor secured to her scat or to the scale in any manner, so that it was. 
quite possible for her to move about inside the cabinet on the jarger 
scale just as she pleased, or even to put one foot on the floor wiflout 
detection, the singing covering any rustling or poasible sound of move- 
ment. From the sound made by “ Geordie,” I was certainly under 
the impression that there was only one foot on his seale. If peaple 
expect to hear two feet, no douht imagination will help them. With 
regard to the combined wetghts of “Crssie” and the medium, given as 
Tat. Stbs., here again there is a considerable discrepancy between that 
and the mediuno's normul] weight, with box, of 8st. Glbs. This difference 
ig due without doubt to the same cause; the impossibility of register- 
ing two weights simultancously on such machines, Let anybody ex- 
periment in this way for himself and he will find that unless the 
weights are recorded exactly siiaulfancously (en utter inwpossibility 
without a acientifie apparatus) the result may be anything he pleases. 
Tn this instance there was nothing to prevent Mrs. Mellon knesting on 
the hurger seale inside the curtains and placing both hands outside on 
the smaller scale; her bend and shoulders, aleo outside the curtains, 
draped to represent the small firure of ‘'Cissie.” Her hands could 
thus patter on the platform of the smalier scale ; and I defy Mr. Morgan 
orany one else to distingwish in the dark between the sound of hands. 
orfeet. And then,again, Me. Morgan states that he was careful to 
ascertain that nothing bat “vacancy” existed between “ Cissie” and 
the cortains. Now, for this piece of evidence he is relying solely 
upon his eyesight—the easiest deceived of all the senaes. He was. 
not even allowed ta tum the small Iantern on to the form 
(being told that to dese would bore holes through it}, and the light 
waa so cdimthat it was utterly impossible to have detected a dark 
dregs agwinat the dark curtains. At the distanoe of a few inches away 
from ‘Ciseie’s” face it is impossible to distinguish any features. 
This has been stated to me by Dr. Pickburn, Rev, G. Walters, and 
others who have been privileged to approach this form, and the Hght 
is ulways so dim that nathing but the contrast of the black face 
against the white hood-tike drapery and of the white drapery against 
the dark background of curtains is discernible. The evidence of Mr. 
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Morgan's eyesight cannot, therefore, carry much weight on this point. 
Afterwards, when “Geordie” requested more light to show himself 
by, the gas jet in the front reom was turned well up, and he merely 
thrust his head ont of the curtains. Even then, were » mask or falee 
beard used, the light was net sufficient at that distance to detect it. 
For further evidence on these points I will refer my venders to a letter 
ina following chapter from Mr. Wallis to the Psychical Researeh 
Society of Melbourne, ancl with these remarks will dismiss the so-called 
weighing test as unworthy to be considered » test at all. 
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VHAPTER VI, 


Tur SO. 0; Tuk attecep Exposene or Framav, lara Ocrorex 
1804, AND WHAT LED uP vo Tn Ture Tivinener of tite 
Yarious Wirxessus; Furevags Revenavions py vex Pers 
DENY OF TRE SRIRIRPALIATS ASSOCIATION ; Punic Cosesre 
AxD Inreresrinc CokersPoxpince. 


Before describing the occurrence of Friday, 12th Oetober, 1894, 
which I here classify as “ Tesh No. 6," I will first relate the train of 
events and process of reasoning which led up to iny decisive action on 
that occasion, On the strength of the lasc photographic “ Test,” F 
was inclined to believe that there was zomething genuine about these 
phenomena. My seeptical observations and opinions up to that date, 
lac to give way in the face of the apparenily reliable evidence of this 
“Test,” Asan impartial investigator, T honestly acknowledged at the 
time that the result of this apparently complete chain of evidence fas 
established by this last photegraphic “Test ") was certainly in favour 
of the genuwinoness of these manifestations, Theoretically, this chain of 
evidence was perfect and unbeoken, each successive step jiad heen 
carefully witnessed and guarded, Certainly, if Thad inyself lind the 
direction of these “Tests,” I would bave imposed much more stringent 
conditions, aud not felt the same compunction as Dr, Me in inepos- 
ing restrictions upon the movements of the medium whilst in the 
cabinet, There was uo necessity for this far-fetched delicacy in treat 
ing of the matter; we wore dealing with a professional medium, who, 
although not directly paid a certain sum for undergoing these ‘* Tests,” 
yet indirectly was most sobstantwlly repaid by valuable presents of 
jewellery, £c., besides receiving suckan invaluable advertisement{in sup- 
port of her professed abnormal powers)frow the presenoe mt these “Test” 
stances of several well-known and respected citizens. It was proposed 
to jointly attest the records of theso “Tests,” and the pubHeation of 
thear recorda by myself, would not have been the least important adver- 
tisemout she was about to receive. Such «a document could have been 
flourished in the fnce of the public for all time ; and not only would 
tend to firialy establish the reputation of this medium, bub would be 
held up in the future by epiritulists, as strang supporting evidence te 
the whole of the alleged phenomena of '' materialisation.” 

These thoughts passed through my mind when I began to write 
up these records for publication ; and the seriausness of the step I was 
taking, and ite possible future bearing upon the broad question of 
spiritualistic phenomena, made ime pause and consider whether I was 
justified in doing so; aud whether, after all, the evidence of this one 
“Toast” was sufficiently strong to bear down all my previous sceptical 
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observations, and to anewer all objections to the alleged genuineness 
of these occurrences. IF institnted careful enquiries: to ascertsin 
whether there wag any other testimony furthcoming ; whether there 
was the evidence of any previous Tests elsewhere to support the 
genumeness of Mrs. Mellon's professed powers, Mes. Mellon had over 
and over again referred to “cruel and barberous” ‘Tests which she had 
unergone in England; had talked of Teste she had given before 
scientific men and lewrned societies throughout Great Britein ; had 
referred myself and all enquirers here, to Tests given before Professor 
Sidgwick, Mr. Myers, Mr. Balfour, Professor Stewart and many 
other well-known men in London and Oxford ; and particularly before 
the Psyehical Research Society of Landon some years ago, 

She made these much-talked-of Tests the excuse for refusing to 
undergo any further strict “ Tests” in this part of the world, and in 
fact refused to undergo any at all, until she came in contact with Dr. 
Mi. So plausibly, and with such an appearance of truth, did she 
talk ef these previows “Tests,” and describe them, that I and many 
others wore Jed inte attaching same weight to these assertions. Tr. 
M——, notably, without taking the precaution of further inquiry fon 
the strength of her ipwe dixiz}, made some very incautious state- 
ments in an article written by him at this time. 1, how- 
ever, Was not so impressed with the honesty of mediums in general 
shat [could afford to commit myself to prind upon the tpse dimié of 
any ane; besides which Thad more ab stake than the other members 
of our Investigation committees, inasmuch as T was abbushing Tay rue 
to the proposed publication. On making enquiries, therefore, it care 
tomy knowlodge that neither Mr. Myers nor Professor Sidewick, of 
London {two gentlemen whose naracs had been much quoted), had 
received any satisfactory tests from Mrs, Mellon at all. J shall refer 
more. particularly to letters on this matter further on, This left all 
her statements open to very grave suspicion, and I therefore called on 
Mrs. Mellon to request to he allowed to see any documentary evidence 
she might have in support of her statements. 

Naturally, one would suppose that some euch documents would 
be treasured up by her: letters, newspaper cuttings, or the published 
proceedings of the Psychical Research Society of Fcnden: referring to 
the matter. 

Nothing of the kind was fortheoming, however ; and only a pile 
‘of old numbers of the Afedium and Daybreak, and other Spiritualistic 
periodicals, were placed in my hands, IT took these away and waded 
through them diligently, bué without finding one atngle record of a 
fest, They contained nothing but accounts of regular orthodox 
atanees written by credulous Spiritualists, Naturally T became more 
sceptical than ever, T knew positively that numerous requests for 
tests had been refused by Mrs. Mellon, beth in Sydaey and in Melbourne, 
Two friends of mine in Sydney (whose names I can give, if required,} 
had guaranteed her the sum of one hundred pounds for a short series 
of tests. Tia had been declined on the plea of ill-health, although at 
‘the tirne, she was holding sdances regularly, Another handsome offer 
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from the Melbourne Psychical Research Society, was also declined this 
year on a similar plea. I had also seen some correspondence from the 
honorary secretary of the same society, requesting to be allowed to try 
a simple test with a wirecage (similar to the Test at Svenday Times 
Office, devcribed later on} when on a visit to Sydney ; and this had 
been declined. J had myself proposed several simple methods of 
testing tle phenomena,” such as the tape and sealing-wax, previously 
described 5 iodified handeufle ; or even to be allowed to yentiy 
embrice  Cissle” ALL these bad heen evaced by excuses, 

Things certainly looked very queer. Whit could possibly be the 
object of all these excuses and ail these evasions, if her powers were 
genvine | 

Aguin, I caretully went through all my own notes and records of the 
seances I had attended : the photagrephing was the only event wurthy 
of consideration as real evidence in support of genuineness. Then J 
went through this chain of photographic evidence link by link, weigh- 
ing it thoroughly. I found that, as I said before, the most erucial 
point—the evidence as to searching of the medium—-was the weakest ; 
and had the least supporting testimony. The evidence of these two 
persons, who had been deputed to carry out the searching, was there 
fore the erna of the matter; and on the rehability of these two 
witnesses, alone rested the whole question. 

As fav as my personal experiment and research extended. the 
whole question of ‘' Materialisation ” itecH, hinged upon the evidence 
of these two witnesses. 

Now, what were their duties ; and what were theie opportunities 
for carrying out those duties # 

They were required to search thoroughly a professional medivm, 
who, after twenty-live years’ acquaintance with her profession, may 
fairly be assumed to possess more than the average feminine sharpness 
of wit and adaptability te immediate circumstances, and to be mere 
than a match for such searchers as these two witnesses; even 
supposing that they carried out ther instructions to the letter, With- 
out intending any disrespect. to the lady who supervised ihis searching, 
i had to acknowledge to myself that she was not a sufficiently strong- 
minded or determined women to carry out such an important office, 
Of a naturally refined and timid disposition, tt would he an easy matter 
for # woman such as the medinin, to outwit and deceive her, under 
these circumstances, The domestic being also a firm believer in the 
medium’s powers, and nut being exactly a free agent, would maturatly 
follow the lead of her mistress. 

Were the opportunities of dhese two witnesses such that their 
evidenoe on this point, coull be considered sufliciontly roliable? Could 
such on important matter he accepted on such evidence 7 

T decided in the negative. After consulting several mutual friends 
of Dr. M——'s and mine, 1 found they agreed with me that snch 
evidence was teo doubtiul to rely upon. Jwas then in a most un- 
pleasant predicament. There was absolutely no evidence before me 
supporting the genuinences of these so-called phenomens. 1 could not 
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go to Dr. M—— aud express my opinions, as both he, and his lady 
relative who had conducted the searching, would have taken immediate 
offence. Previous expostaiations hod met with no success. My first 
impulse was to go to Ars. MeHon and dewaad « proper and conclusive 
test; bul, on consideration, I felt that ruch a course would be both 
irapolitic and useless. TF knew that from her previous attitude and 
stendfast refusal of all tests (except Dr, M——'s mild ones}, that T 
woull have m-t with a divect refusal, and prolubly been excluded 
from further sdances, as being an vil, seaptical, und tniermenious 
tufluence 5 thas altogether loeing any possible chance af settling the 
question, J therefore determined to wait and attend two more 
sdances With the object of observing more keenly tho modus aperandé, 
if possible, The suspicious cireumstances which F liad noted from 
time to time througheut my previews sittings, I then formulated and 
classified as follows :— 

l. Mrs. Mellon’s persistent refusal to undergo tests. 

2. Wer objection to being searched. 

3. No sceptics ever allowed to approach the “ forms,” and parti- 
cularly not allowed to approach “ Cissie” on any occasion, One would 
think that an e#ifort would heve heen made to convines reasonable 
sceptics like myself, by allowing us sufficiently close to afford us proof 
of genuineness. Undoubting believers like Dv. M—-- were allowed 
to thus reverently approach “Cissie,” and to have their hair puHed 
and even their hands touched by her *spirit-hand.” But they did pot 
require convincing ; they were already Arve believers or considered safe, 

4. I,noticed that “ Cisse,” upon every occasion, made her appear- 
ance either at the centre opening bebween the curtains or at the side 
openings, and that she never on any occasion crossed the front of the 
curtains, but always retired again through one opening, dodged round 
at the back of the curtains, and came out aguin at cither of the other 
openings, If she were an independent “form,” us she professed to be, 
and not connected with the “cabinet” or the medium, what was to 
prevent hor occasionally crossinz the face of the curtains? The adult 
forms, when as “strong” as “Cissie, were able to come out into the 
room, and walk about in the semi«larkness without dodging obout 
behind curtains, Thig was a point that I always considered most 
Suspicious, 

&. L also noticed that “Cissie” varied considerably in height, and 
that whenever she made her first appearance (to receive chocolates 
touch the aute-harp, ete.}, she was about four feet high, and had Aends, 
but no feet, Sha would then retire again hahind the curtatus (osten- 
slbly to gain strength}, and next appear with her pattering sound of 
feet, but without taney, and measuring Jess than tree feet high. “Fler 
movements were wonderfully quick and childlike, and at first rather 
nowplussed me; but T found, by experimenting in such a position 
moyeelf, that it would be quite possible for the medium ta move about 
quickly apd noiselessly behind the curtains with her hands upon 
the floor, the weight of her body resting upon her knees, her hands 
an head only, projecting in front of the curtains, 
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6. Another important point was the fact that “Cissie ” has never 
upen any ocersion come out inte the room away from the eurtains, 
which was compatible with my opinion that the connection between 
“Qissie” and the medium was too solid to permit her creasing the 
front of the curtains. Whisnever she has shown herself she has never 
advanced move than about 12 inches in front of the curtains at mest, 
and even in the so-called welghing test the smaller seale was placed so 
clost to the curtain as to permit this. 

7, The so-called dematertalisations always tool place close against | 
the curtains, Now, I have seen a clover conjuror beat this, and 
frmaterialise ” and “de materahse ” a form uniter the same conditions, 
and six feet away from the curtains. 

6. “Uissie’s ” hands were always under the drapery, and whenever 
she touched the ante-harp or teak the checelates the bands were always 
covered and hidden by the drapery. 

9. Although requested to do so by me, “ Cissie” would not make 
her appearance to he photographed by us in daylight on the occasion 
of “Geordie’s” jJast photegraphing. {I had given no previous notice 
of ny request.) 

0, And then with regard to “ Cigsic's ” photograph, taken in 
Edinburgh in 1990 {and a copy of which is in my hand), the doll-like 
appearnnes is even more marked than in the case of the photograph of 
“Geordie” taken by ourselves, while the Idinburgh occasion was 
no even a pretence af a “Test,” and the conditions were much more 
lax than our own, {Por full account of this, see a later chapter.) 

L1. 4 Geordie’s” doll-hke appearance, hoth in his photographs 
and when seen through the mirrors with his mesk-like face. Only one 
of the medium’s hands is visible in these pictures, and ‘ Geordie” 
certainly looks like a kay-hrere. 

12. I submitted ail these photograpne, including the Edinbarch 
one of “ Cissie,” to examination under a powerful microscope, and the 
result was certainly startling. None of these faces will stand expert 
examination. It is remarkable also that a hem or seleage ix distinetly 
visible across “Geordie's” drapery, a very questionable adjunct to 
“Spirit ” clothing. 

13. The medium has never been foxched in the “cabinet” or spoken, 
while any of the forins have been walking about the room, In-taet 
there was never any proof that the medium was in the cabinet at all 
om these ogeasions, 

14, The medium and “Geordie” have never spoken simultaneously, 
although rapidly in succession. Heis the only “Spirit” form who 
ever spoaks, Elis quadity of voice is the easiest to imitate, The other 
forms never speak, although they appear to be often stronger and 
better materialised: as for instance “Josephine,” “Mra. MacTaggart,” 
etc. 

15. The strong resemblance to the wedium in figure and more- 
ments of the adult forms who come into the room. ‘This is most 
noticeible in the case of “Josephine.” (For corroboration of this 
opinion, refer to Mrs. C. A. Edwards’ statement further on.) On the 
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oceasions when I was privileged to touch “ Josephine’s” finger tips, I 
noticed that her arms and hands exactly resembled Mrs. Mellon’s ; and 
again in the photograph taken of “Josephine” by Dr. M . the 
resemblance of the originel picture (taken from the first negative} to 
the mediuto was so noticeable, that Mrs. Mellon exacted a promise 
from Dr. M—— that he would not print from it. This photograph I 
have before meas] write, but I gave a promise that I would not 
publish it with the others. 

16, Tam aware that no ladies have ever been wlewed ta be with 
Sra. Mellow, when dressing, preparatory to holding u stance. Several 
ladies, intimate friends of hers, have told me that they have frequently 
endeavored to be present in this way, and lave offered to help her 
dress, ete., but have heen refused admission on various pretexts. 

i7, My. Mellon always remeins at the back of the circle, and 
attends to thelight himself when any important manifestations take 
place, such a5 “Josephine” or “Geordie” perambulating the room. 
If Mr. Mellon is not there, nothing very important takes place outside 
the cabinet, although even then a person to be depended on (to 
promptly turn the light out, if necessary), such as Mr. | Sasa attends 
the gas or lamp at the back. 

This list of evidence egainst the genuineness of her professed 
abnornal powers | then submitted to Mr, Wallis and Dr. Pickburn, 
both members of the Test Committee. I found them also very 
sceptical, and both agreed with me as to these observations, and alse 
agreed that further action was uecessary to clear up this mystery. 
Not wishing to aet decisively without due caution and further 
deliberation, I attended another séance. My previous observations 
were fally borne out and strengthened, and I felt fully convinced that 
we were being fooled by a systematic course of trickery and impas- 
ture. Atthissdance T attempted, nz already described, to institute a 
little quiet test (without any previous notice to the medium) by 
endeavoring to obtain a print of “‘Cissia’s” fool upon a sooted slate. 
The result as regards the print was a failure, but as a test it succeeded 
just as I expected, and proved to mo conclusively that ‘*Cissie” had 
no feet (unless, possibly, by receiving notice beforehand). I therefore 
determined to take action at once. My first impulse was to broach 
the matter to Dr. M , but on reiiection [ felt that to do so would 
be useless, I knew that he was so much influenced by the medium, 
and hacl such an unreasoning faith in her powera, that he would 
absolutely refuse to listen to any suspicions, however well founded. 
This Opinion has been since borne out by his unreasonable ling of 
action in the fuee of the most conclusive evidenen, J felt more 
strongly on his account than ou‘imy own, that any action which would 
rescuc him from the toils of these whem I heliewed to he cruelly 
duping him, would be doing him the preatest service that one 
friend could renderto another, While appreciating and respecting his 
brilliant intellectual attainments, [ was yet uware that his peculiarities 
of temperament, his wilfulness, combined with indecision of character, 
made it impossible fo reason with him as one could with most men. 
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He would bave unconsciously let the matter leak out, and the 
medium would have been warncd and on her guard. I consulted with 
four friends of his upon this point, and they, knowing his tempera- 
mont intimately, agree! that it would be unwise te apprise him at alk 
To have denounced the whole thing as afraud, withont conclusive proof, 
would Tuve been both wijust, and useless in tte resulki. The only 
course open to me, therefore, was to act decisively upon my own 
responsibility, ancl in such a inanner that there could be no loophole 
for excape or excuse if my suspicions proved correct. On the ather 
hand, bad I fewnd that I was weong in my opinions, and on applying 
my own “test,” lied discovered anything abnormal about the alleged 
“ohenomena, I would have been the firet to apologise and make 
reparation, No personal feelings entered into the question, and I brad 
absolutely no animus against the medium ; I sansidered her situply ina 
the uspect of a medium or uni? in a broad question of deep importance. 
By her own conduct in repeatediy refuzing “ tests,” she had forced me 
tuto this action ; and however unpleasant the duty might be, I nerer- 
theless felt it to be o duzy, both to my immediate friends and to the 
public, which I could not shirk. My friend and fellow-investizator, 
Mr. Wallis, expressed himself ready to support me in the matter, and 
relied upon my judgment to act on the tirst favorable opportunity. 
Knowing De M—-—'s exctiable temperament, unc wishing, on the 
grounds of long friendship, to avoid any personal conflict of opinion 
with him on such am occasion, we sesalves to take the opportunity 
while he was absent in the country, This presented itself on the 
evening of Friday, 12th October, and the oceurrence is hest told in my 
own statutory declaration of what took placc, and in the etutements 
of the various witnesses which nre appended, My friendship for Lr. 
AI-——- precluded my taking action on any occasion in his house; the 
tactics of the medium did not give an opportunity elsewhere but in 
her own house. Jforrearons beat known to hoereelf, she has refused 
recently to give exhibitions in a public room, and has also declined to 
do 20 in other private houses. F was forced, therefore, to take this 
action in her own house, and although payment was not actually 
charged on this occasion, I consider that ample payment in kind was 
received. The medium has talked about the obligations of hospitality, 
etc. Now, what can be thought of any person who will ask « number 
of othera to « house to systematically trick and befoo) them, and trifle 
cruelly with the emotions of many?! Whore does any obligation enter 
info such anogeasion? Was IT to ait quietly and see this going on 
before tiny eyes; to seean old lady duped into tears, and do nothing ? 
To have done so would have made me a party to these proceedings, and 
is against every instinct of honor and niovality, 

The following are the statements of what took place 

I, Thomas Shekleton Henry, of Lincoln’s Inn Chambers, Hliza- 
beth-street, Sydney, in the colony of New South Wales, architect, do 
solemnly ancl sincerely declare as follows; That on the evening of 
Friday, tho 12th day of October, 1894, I went to Mrs. Mellon’s house 
in the Waverley-road, near Queen-street, Woollahra, Sydney, for the 
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purpose of atteuding a séance at which so-called materialised spirit 
forms were professed to sppear. That the following persons were 
present besides myself: Mr. Meilou, Mrs. Mellon, Misg Mellon ; Miss 
Ebverstoné, Miss St. Yili; Mrs. Gale, of Paddington; Mr. Wilton 
and Mrs. Wilton, of Mctbournc; Mrs, Smith, of New Aecaland; Mr. 
Edwards and Mrs, Edwards, of Darling Point, Sydney; Mr. Chas. L. 
Wallis, of Mestra. Wineleombe, Carson, and Company, woolbrokers, 
Sydney; Mr. N. Joubert, of Hunter's Fl, Sydney; Messrs. Royd- 
house and Kidgeil, of tha Sydoey Stouduy Zimes; Dr. Border, and 
Mr, Rumble, 

We assembled in « double room on the ground floor, divided by 
folding doors, which were opened and thrown ack, and the curtained 
recess or * cabinet" was arrauged in one corner of the back room, aud 
eomposed of heavy dark curtains about seven feet long. reaching to 
the floor, and hung upon a rod or string. 

The sitters were placed in two semi-circular rows in front of this 
recess, atid also in the back room. A small bemboo table was placed 
against the wall about three feet from the “' cabinet,” and between the 
lest pergon in the row to my left and the “cabinet.” On this table F 
placed three clean shests of foolscap paper and two pencils, the paper 
having heen passod round, examined, and then initialled by me. 

Mrs, Mellon, after arranging all the sitters in such places and at 
such distaneo from the “cabinet” or ourtained recess as ale plaased, 
sented herse!f on a chair inside this curtained recess, nbout 24 minutes 
past S o'clock, Lo was placed about the middle of the frant row of 
sitters, and about 10 feet from the “cabinet.” The gua was then 
turned oubin the back room, and Mr. Mellon, who remained in the 
front room, tarned the gas in the front room down very low, und then 
wound up and started going a musical box. The sound of rapping 
wes heard to proceed from the ‘‘cablinet,” and understood to mean 
“turn the light still lower,” which was accordingly done by Mr- 
Mellon, aud we were requested to join hands and sing when the 
musical box ceased. 

After singing for about cight or ten minutes, a very tall form 
appeared between the curtains, draped in Joose white material, with 
what appeared to be a black face, although no features could be seen. 
Et came jast outside the “cabinet,” and, being requested to indicate 
for whom it had come, bowed itself nt the wention of Mr. Wilton’s 
mame, indicating that it was the spirit of a friend of his, and then 
retired intothe “cabinet,” after extending one mrin in the direction of 
the wiadow. 

Ifelt certain, from the shape and movements of this figure, that 
it was an imposture and a trick. After another short interval of 
singing, & form, draped completely in white, with a small black shawl 
round the middle, came from the “cabinet.” aud approached Mrs. 
‘Gale, who sut at the rigitaxtremity of the front row of chairs. 

This form bowed when addressed by the name of Mrs. Gale's 
‘deceased niece, and Mrs. Gale, sobbing, aud in great emotion, rose 
.and kissed the bead of this form, which then retired to the “ cabinet.” 
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This form was barefooted, and had every appearance of Mrs. Mellon’s 
figure, the face heing hidden by white drapery. 

Next the form known as “Josephine” appeared, dressed in light 
garinouts, with bare feet and arms, and head team in white, the face 
being visible but unrecognisadle in the dim light. 

This so-ealled “ Josephine” walked out into the room and took a 
bouquet of flowers and a pair of scissors from Mr, Tumble, and was 
requested to distribute the flowers. Finding them wired (I had pro- 
vided the louquet myself} and difficult ta soparnte, ahe lett then and 
retired to the “cabinet,” where she appeared to gradually sink down 
towards the floor between the curtains, a process which I have fre- 
quently seon before, and cun as easily explain. I recognised 
* Josephine” as being the same form that I have frequently seen before 
on such occasions, and known by that name, and slways bearing a 
strong resemblance to the figure and movements of Mrs. Mellon. 

After another interval of singing, the smal! form known as 
 Cissio” appenred at the curtains, and was recognised by myself and 
the other persons present who had seen previous séances as the 
form known hy that name, and purporting to be the spirit of a small 
black child who had died some years ago. The face, which appeared 
black, was draped round with white material, which hung down to the 
floor, and the hands moved about under the drapery, ‘This form bobbed 
about and nodded its head in the usual child-like wanner, never com- 
Ing way from the curtains, 

Sonjcone on ty lefk (T believe it was Mrs, Gale) went over and 
handed the socalled ‘Cissie” the usual box of chocolates, whieh 
“ Cissie” rattled ane proceedett to eat, and a gentleman on any right 
{I believe it was De, sterder} asked ta be given a chocolate, and reached 
forward to receive it, TF asked for a chocolate, buv did not get one. 

T have repeatedly asked but have never on any previous occasion 
been ullowed to approach the so-called  Cissio.” The choec 
Jate box was then deposited inside the curtains and “‘ Cissie “ reached 
to the little bamboo table ou which were placed the three sheets of 
initialed paper and the two pencils. The table appeared to be too far 
away from the “cabinet,” and her arm, in reaching over for it, hadto 
be extended, and I noticed thet ig was much longer than any arm a 
child of that height would naturally have. 

When the so-called ‘Cissie” tried to draw the table closer, the 
two pencils rolled offon to the Hoar. I went over on the pretext of 
picking up the pencils, seized the form of the so-called “ Cisste,* and 
found that I had hold of Mra. Mellon, and that she was on her knees, 
and had a white material like musiin sound her head and shoulders. 

t can swear positively that when I seized the form Mrs. Mellon 
was on her knees, She struggled, bat E held her firmly and calted for 
the light to be turned ap. | 

Someone struck matches, and then I caw that Mrs, Mellon had « 
mask of black material over her face, the aforesnid white drapery round 
her shoulders, her sleeves drawn up above the elbowa, (he skirt of her 
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dress turned up, and her feet bare. She was on her knees, and I held 
her in the position in which I had cayeht her. 

The matches were blown ont, and I was assaulted by two or three 
foe present, Mr. Mellon catching he by the throat and tearing off my 
ReCRt1A, 

I never let go my held of Mrs. MeHon, however, until the gas in 
the hack room was Ittand turned full on, and everyone present had 
an opportunity of aeeing Mrs. Mellon in the position and in the 
condition in whieh I hac caught her. T looked inside the “cabinet ” 
and saw lying upon the floor inside the “cabinet” false beard. 
ealled Mr, Toydhouse over, and he picked up the beard, butit was 
snatched from his hand. As soon as [ eat my hold Mrs. Melion 
tore the black mask from her face, and the drapery from her shoulders, 
and hid them under her petticout. Ithen centered the “cabinet ” and 
found on the floor a emalt black shaw], sore old nuslin, Mre. Mellon‘s 
shoes and stockings, and asmall black cotton bag about nine inches 
square, with black tapes attached to it. 

T did not think it necessary to retain any of these articles as eo 
many Witnesses saw both them and the whole proceedings. 

I] was perfectly cool and calm throughout and made no error in 
my observations or judgment. Mr. Chas. L. Wallis was the only per- 
son present to whom I communicated beforehand my intention of 
taking wction to expose what I suspected to be u fraud and common 
trickery. 

J} have witnessed a great many previous séances by Mrs, 
Mellon, and on every such occasion the so-enlled phenomena produced 
have been of a similax character, 

T have seen nothing that could wot be done by common trickery 


(Signed) T. Sumnuetrow Tlenny, 
Declared before me this 17th day October, 1894, Arex. Deax, J.P 


I attended a materialising séance at the house of Mr. and Birs 
Mellon, Waverley-road, on Friday evening, October 1°, 1894. 

The following persons were present besides myself:—Mrs. Smith 

N.Z.), Mrs. Wilton (Melbourne), Mre. Galo, Mrs. Edwards, Miss St. 
i, Miss Elviston, Miss MeHon, Messrs. Roydhouso, Henry, Joubert, 
Rumble, Etherington, Wilton (Melbourne), Nidgoll, Edwards, Meilon, 
Dr. Storder, A “cabinet,” composed of two curtains hanging closely 
side by side from a rod was fixed in one corner of tha room. Into the 
recess thus formed, the medium, Mrs. Annic Mellon, retired ati about 
8.30 pm., andthe sitters, reranged in the usnal semi-circle before the 
curtains, sang several airs, preluded by selections from Mr, Mellon's - 
rausical box, 

After an interval of a few minutes, wlint appeared to be a very 
tal] forma showed between the curtains in the centre, The light was 
very dim, and features quite indistinguishable, though the face looked 
black, Thts form dul not free itself from the curtains, Next 
appeared a female form draped in white, but wearing also a black 
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shawl, She was supposed to be the materialised spirit of a niece of 
Mrs. Gale, to whom she walked out from the cabinet, aud returned, 

Agnin an interval of a few minutes, and then the form koown ta 
regular sitters at these séances as ‘‘ Josephine” came out from the 
curtains and took a large bonqaet of flowers. She appeared to try ta 
eut the string whieh bound the flowers with « scissors handed her by 
Abr. Romble, hut failed, and retired to the centre of the curtains, and 
appeared to denmterislise by gradually sinking down to the ground, 
an then disappearing altogether. 

A few wiiuutes passed in stinging as hofore, aud then the little 
block form, purporting to be ‘'Cissie” showed at the centre of the 
curtains, kissed her hands, and took «a box of chocolates handed ber 
by Mrs. Gale. She then reached out from the curtnins and took a 
small stool standing close by with sheete of paper and 2 pencil 
on it {Jef so in case the ajleged “spirits” should wish to write 
messages), As she placed ihe stool before her the pencil fell off, aad 
Mr. Henry immediately asked, “ May I get the pencil for you, Cissie?” 
and, leaving hisseat, stooping iow down, went over to the form, and, 
grasping its arm, {cailed out, “Tight up!" This was 2» pre-arranged 
signal to me, and [ inimediately atreck three matches and held them 
together above my head. 

By the light thus afforded— folly sufficient for the purpose—I saw 
Mrs. Mellon kneeling on the floor in front of the curtains, and Mer. 
Henry standing over her holding her arm, IF could not see Mra, 
Mellon's faoe, because she was hiding it by holding it towards the 
durtaius td very close to the ground; but 0 saw distinetly her light- 
blue dreas, and that she was enveloped around the upper parf of her 
body in white muslin or seme such material, 

My matches were then blown out by one of those present, and I 
struck another, which was also blown out. I then endeavored to Hght 
& gns jet directly over Mr. Hemry’s head, but could not turn che 
tap. and so went back into the further section of the room and lit twa 
jets there. All this occurred in a very fow seconds. I returned to 
the scene of notion, and saw that Mrs. Mellon was not then covered 
by the white drapery ; tint the white drapery had disappesred ; that 
Mr. Henry was still holding Mrs. Mellon ti. much the same position, 
and that Mrs. Mellon’s shoes and stockings were lying on the floor. 
also a dark shawl aud a smaH black-stuff bag. ‘Iihese are the only 
articles that came directly under my observation, but-I was not nearly 
af well situated a3 others for seeing details, as F was engaged, against 
aoa from one ov two of the sitters, in abtampting to establish 
a light. 

Directly Mr. Heary made his seizure, Mr. Mellon turned out the 
low light at the back of the circle, and vushed forward at Me, iienry 
in an attempt to free Mrs. Mclion from his grasp, 

(Here follows the usual form of statutory declaration, signed in 
the presence of Mr, A. Sinclair, J.P., October 23.) 

| (Bigned) C. L. Warm. 
| Bridge-street, Sydney, N.S. YW, 


Wational Library of Sustralla 


ao 


Mr. T. &. Henry, 

Dear Sir, —-At your request I now forward you a brief record of 
my recollection of certain occurrences at the “ materialisation “ séance 
held lust evening (Friday), at the residence of Mrs. Molton, Waverley- 
road, Sydney. By way of preface Jet me say that being on u shors 
visil to this city, I kately wrote to Bys. Mellon, enclosing a card of 
introduction to hee from a mutual friend—a prominent and widely- 
respected Melbourne spiritualisi—and soliviting the favour of a 
“sitting” for myself and my wife. After some correspondence, Mrs, 
Mellon replied on the 10th fnstant, acymiescing, aud appointing Eriday 

‘evening at 8 o'clock, Shortly after the hour named Mrs. Wilton and 
I arcived at the mecium’s house in Waverley-road, There were several 
ladies and gentlemen present, al] strangers to us, and we were placed 
by Mrs. Mellon in the frent row of the circle. After a few prefimin- 
aries, Mrs. Mellon baving entered the calnnet, and the gas-light having 
been turned very low, the s€ance commenced. IT need not now diell 
upon the fautlinr early features of the meeting—the appearnnes at 
different times (not sinulianéonsiy), and whilst the medium was sep- 
posed to be within the cabinet, of sundry figures draped in white, 
alleged by some of the sitters to be ~“ Elsie,” “Josephine,” &c., but 
Will pass on to what was the event of the evening, 

A small form, childlike in stature, aud dressett in white garments, 
emerged from the caliuet. It made a noise such as that produced by 
smacking the lips together, and was greeted as ' Cissie” by several 
persons prement 

A lady present spoke to it, and said she had same chocolates for 
 Cissie,” who then appeared to walk in the direction of the Indy and 
received a box of sweets, This she shook vigorously, as if pleased, 
and continued the amacking noiss, One sitter asked ‘ Cissie ” to give 
the medium a chocolate; another(I think yourself} said, * Won’s you 
sive wou chocolate, ‘Cissie? Come and give me one.” Just about 
this time there was a sound near the “form” as of several loilies being 
let fal) on the floor, and then came other noises like thet of someone 
stumiting or striking against the leg of a table or chair in the vicinity 
of the “cnbinet.” J heard a sitter near me say, “Thore’s something 
wrong!" Then a man's yoice {your own) called out, “ Turn up the 
light.” Several matches were at once ignited, but it seemed some 
seconds before anything like a good Hight was obtained, By this time 
the commotion had increased ; men and women were standing up, and 
a struggle was poing on near the “cabinet.” As soon as I could catch 
a glinmpes of the centre of commotion, T observed a form almost 
kneeling upon the floor a few feet from the “eabinet,” and grasped by 
you. Ovor the face of that form was a black ebjeet like a miask— 
perhaps a piece of black cloth bound closely round the face, I canght 
sight also of some fiowing white drapery, like musliu, abont the bady, 
and I] noticed that the figure wag not thatof a child. 

The exs now was burning brightly, and I saw on the fioar of the 
room a pair of black stockings, 2 paiv of Jady’s shoes, o gmail black 
bag, and same flowers, apparently artificial, These articles were 
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shown by one of the company, who said they had jast been found 
inside the “ vabinet.” 

OF the remainder of the proceedings in this sorry affair] need 
any nothing. That you had any intention of seizing the median, or 
the “materialised forms,” I had nob the slightest suspicion, and great 
wads my surprise at the sudden disturbance, 

I am, dear sir, faithfully yours, 

. (Signed) Wra, J. BE. Winron, 

Petty’s Hotel, Sydney, Geteber 13, 1804, 

My. ‘T. 8. Henry. 

Dear Sir,—I can corroborate the principal statements in Mr. 
Wilton’s latter referring to Mrs. Mellon’s séance Jast night, merely 
adding that nithough I did not notice the face of the “form” that 
was straggling on the floor in your grasp, still I distinctly saw that 
the figure was that of 2 woman, anl was elaborately draped in white 
maslin.— Yours sincerely, (Signed) L, Wirrox. 


Ss See 


STATEMESNE BY MISS ST. AUG. 


After a httle while the Hitie binek giv], known as ‘ Ciasie,” 
appeared at the curtain. She did not come out into the room, but 
some of the sitters went fo her with chocolates, which she ate. She 
gave some toMy. Rumble. She then went to a stool where same paper 
and a pencil were. On dropping the pencil Mr, Henry went forward 
to piel it up. 

The next thing T heard was “ Light up!” Someone steack 
matches, and [ distinctly saw Mr. Henry holding Mrs. Mellon on her 
knees, stil] wrapped in the white drapery, which was supposed to he 
* Cissie’s,” Bhe had «a black mask on her face, and was straggling, 
drawing the white drapery off, which showed her blue gown beneath. 
She seemed to be crying, 

Mr. Mellon, who was scated behind, put out the gas and rnshed 
forward. Mr. Wallis came ous and jit the gas, and when I turned 
again Mr. Henry was still holding Mrs. Mellon, while several were 
‘teying to draw him away. She drew her dress over her head and got 
hack behind the cabinet. 

{ passed np and saw Mr Roydhouse with what seemed to me ta 
ben beard, He had picked it up off the floor in the eabinet, and 
while looking #t it ib was dragged quickly out of his hand by someone. 

I then took Mrs. Gale upstairs, and when I returned saw Mes. 
Mellon’y shoce and stockings, which were afterwards put on her. ‘Her 
sleeves Were drawn up above the elbows, and she seemed much 
distressed. In the cabinet some black drapery was lying, what 
seemed artificial flowers (though they may have been rew), a woollen 
cap, und outside was lying « black bag. 

fshould have said that, as in the cave of all the other eGances, the 
light was very dim, and the faces of what are called the spirit forms 
-could not possibly be distinenished. 


Yational Library of Australia 


33 


This is an accurate and trathiul account of what I saw. 

(Signed) Mary Atexta St. Hun, 
' 330 Victovia-street, Darlinghurst, Syduey. Sunday, October 14, 
feo4, 


Mr. N. Joubert states that when the light was struck he saw the 
medium in a half-kneeling position on the floor in the grasp of Mr. 
Henry, and went over te her assistance. He saw some drapery around 
Mrs. Malon, but did not see the articles ceseribed in the previous 
tntewents, 

Mr. Roydhonse, Fiditor of the Sminday Zanes, vays aot Tt was vey 
fivst materialiantion séance. The forme spoken of a8 "the black nan,” 
“Josehine,” and Mrs. Mac Taggart,” bad appearcd as described in 
the ascount of the Suidey Pemes' special, given wbove, when the evant 
occurred which broke up the sdance. When the form spoken of as 
“(Oissie” apprared, it advanced to the circle upon being spoken to by 
a lady, who said she had some chocolates forit. “ Cissio,” who seemed 
to be between three and four feet high, with, what appeared in the 
dim light, a black patch for a face, was making a noise (even before 
she obtaineda chocolate} like smacking her lips. A gentleman in the 
circle (front row) asked for a chocolate, and leant forward to get it. 
The chocolate waa seemingly tendered, and was heard to drop on the 
floor. 

“Then Mir, Henry, whe was aitling iafront of moe, left his chair 
ant went towards “ Cissie,” asking, as I understood, for a choeolate. 
‘*Cissie” was in the meantime scribbling with a pancil on some paper 
left fov the purpose. The next momenta cry was heard, a seufling 
noise, nnd Mtr, denry’s voice requesting a light, The gas, which had 
been turned low, was now turned right out appavently, for completc 
darkness reigned. Mp, Henry continued to ; k for a light, and Mr, 
Rumble and Mr, Mellon to sey “No.” I bad no idea that » seizure 
hed been made, The impression on my mind was that the medium 
had been taken il}, and Mr. Henry, as 2 particular friend, had gone te 
her assistance. Matches wert struck, but went out again almost im- 
mediately, and the confusion became greater. Eventually the li:ht 
was turned on, and Mr. Henry was seen to be holding the medium 
almost in the centre of the vacant space between the first row of 
sitters and the “ cabinet.” 

“Mr. Henry, apon noticing me, requested that I should “see for 
myself,” ancl then, of course, | divined what was happening. I noticed 
that the medium had gome white drapery about the lower part of her 
figure, and one leg was hare—shoe and atocking absent, Toth legs 
micht have heen bare, but I can only be povitive in my statement as 
toone While Mr, Henry was stiil holding her T was looking behind 
the curtain of the cabinet—the curtain having been partly drawn— 
and saw some articles lying on the door, There were, among other 
things, a slipper, some small articles of black or dark material, a black 
mask, and a pair of false whiskers. After locking at these, I went 
behind the curtains and picked up the false whiskers, I was hoiding 


ational Library of Australia 


56 


them by one prong when the medium came in and seized them by the 
other half, and pulled. I sought to retain thom, and thea allowed 
them to go. One cannot wrestle with 4 woman. The mediam theu 
gothered up some of the articles behind the curtains and sat on them, 
rewaining inthe “cabines.” A lidy deew the curtains to serean the 
median, and it wag vot unnaturally enggested that the very exeting 
and sensational scene should be brought to a close by the retirement 
af the visitors. 

‘Pefore going, however, the mediam's hnuband volunteered to give 
& teeb edanoe uncer any conditions T wonold name, when he would 
wadertake to prove beyond question that the medium would de all 
that was claimed. This was agreed to. It may be mentioned that, in 
reply to question, E stated before the whole company what I had 
Personally seen behind the curtain. Someone asked, * Where are the 
mask and whiskers now?’ T answered them that I could not search 
the medium. I inquired, however, if the wedium would farnish any 
explanation of the stranse proceedings, but was told that she was 
suffering from shock, and could not do so that evening. 

"T have merely stated the plain facts in the foregoing, without 
comment or deduction.” 

Mer, Widgill states :—— 

Mer. Henry then again called out “ Strike «a light,” upon which 
nevern)| matches were strack, and the medium was seen ioon hee knees 
almost in the middle of the space between the ‘eabinet” and the 
sitters, iu Mr. Henry's grasp, and with some white drapery partially 
around her, The light then went out, but raore matches were struck, 
and the gas eventoally lighted, when IT noticed Mrs. Mellon, still held 
by Sle. Henry, and near her on the inor was # faney slipper and some 
other small articles, including something like a piece of black silk, but 
they were renioved by someone too quickly for me to sea what they 
were. 

“Inthe meantime, Mr. Roydhouse had gone to the “ oohinet,” 
and, in reply to # question by Mr. Henry, stated that he had seen a 
black ask and false whiskers, and had hold of the latter, A pair of 
lady's stockings were also pointed out on a side table.” 


The exposure was complete and irrefutable, and my unexpected 
coup bad token everybody, except Mr, Wallis, by surprise. Mr. 
Mellon's action in so promptly turning out the gas, and rushing at me, 
showed clearly that he knew more than he professed. When we 
retired to the front roam the mecdinm was surrounded in the “ cabinet” 
by two or three hudy spiritnalists present, who drew the curtains and 
aaslated her to dvess, Meanwhile a discussion took place in the front 
room, aud seme of the spiritunlistie gentiomen said that it was a pity 
this had takeu place, but that they hud seen ponuine phenymena on 
other ocensions, 

Compare this with their subsequent attitude. Mr. Mellon de 
clarved over aud over again that nobody was more surprised than he 
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and that he had known her for twenty-five years; implying 4 complete 
admission OF the fraud on this occasion. He asked what we intended 
to do, and begged that nething would be said, and that his wife 
would prgmise to give us satisfactory proof of her materialising power 
ina week's time We consented to say nothing of the matter until 
the following Wednesday, on which date he promised, at hor sup 
gestion, that a satistactory text should be givon at the oflices of the 
Sunday Times newspaper, the arrangement of details being left to 
Mr. Roydhouse and iyaelt- 

Mra. Mellon also stated eraphabically, in answer to a request for 
some oxplanition of her conduct, that sha was entranced the whole 
tire, and remembered nothing af what occurred, 

Compare this statement (which was noted by a number of wit- 
nesses present) with her excuses and explanations further on, 

It may and has been asked, why none of the properties, such as 
the mask, fulse beard, or drapery, were retained by myself and others. 
Now, in the first place, my hands were not at liberty to enable me to 
catch any of these articles. J was ongaged in holding the medium 
with one hand, while with the other I had ta protect myself from her 
husband and three or four spiritualista who assaulted me. The 
medium hed one hanc free, with which she quickly tore off the mask 

‘aud drapery, and secreted them under her petticoats. Certainly, 
some of the other witnesses might have secured somo of these articles, 
bat they were all so taken by surprise that they did not render me 
the assishunge which T expected. Mr. Wallis was fully engaged in 
trying to light the gaa, In the face of persistent opposition, The 
whole iifair was witnessed by so many persons, however, that further 
proof was not necessary; and even had these articles been retained 
and produced before the public, I have no doubt that I and others 
would have been accused of bringing them there ourselves. ‘This 
very accusation was made in the cace of the alleged exposure of 
Hackett, which I shall refer to later on. 

On the following Monday, Messrs. Wallis, Foubert, Roydhouse, 
and myself met in consultation at the office of Mr. Roydhouse, and 
the following conditions for the proposed test were formulated and 
agreed to, auc afterwards submitted and agreed to by Mr. Melion, 
acting on bebalf of Mrs. Afelion : 

CONDETIONS 1— 

“I. That the medium should permit herself to be searehed im- 
mediately prior te the séance by two lady searchers, one of whom to he 
nominated by Mra. Mellon, and the other by the Editor of the 
Secoeel aay Times, 

“3. Chat the medium should be placed in a wire-nctting cage, - 
the door of which was to be locked and sealed. 

“3. That should a materialised form appear two persons to be 
named at the séance should encircle it by Joining hands whilst it de- 
materialised. 

“4. That a spirit form should be requested to draw the curtain 
in front of the cage showing the medium, or in the event of the form 
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being unable to do so, that the curtain should be drawn by means of 
cords retained in the hands of two of the sitters, 

“5. That no light should he displayed except by the person in 
charge of the gas during the appearance of any form; but qhat there 
should be euflicient light when the curtains were withdrawn to plainly 
see the medium in the cage,” 

On Wednesday October 17th, we met as arranged at the “Sunday 
umes” offices, and the following extract from the issue of that paper 
for October 3ist, 1894, fulky describes the proceedings — 

“Tn accordance with the above, the proprietors of ike Sendey Limes 
had a onge spestally constructed, about three feet square and six feat 
in height, and made of timber and wive-netting, fitted with a door, a 
patent padlock, and two wooden buttons, This cage was placed in a 
corner of the room chosen for the séance, and in front of it hung a 
pair of heayy curtains, to be manipulated by cords. A professional 
searcher was ale engaged to act in conjunction with the searcher 
nominated by Mr. Mellon. 

“A gas jet on the opposite side of the room was fitted with an 
orange-tinted shade, that being the colour of the light said to be most 
favourable to the development of the phenomena. 

_" At eight o'clock the following persons were present :— Messrs, 
J. B. Mellon, E, Rumble, N. Joubert, A. G, Edwards, Etherington, 
Y. 8. Henry, C. iL. Wallis, H. M. Evans, H. Paterson, Zéllner, 
Roydhouse, and Kidgell, Drs, MacOarthy and Pickburn, Mrs. 
Edwards, Mrs. Gale, Mrs. Amelia, Smith (N.Z.), Mrs. Eves, Mise 
Elverstone, and Miss St Fill. 

“The medium having submitted herself to athorough search, and 
the ladies appointed to that duty having reported that she had ne 
ie fae ahi " of any description upon her person, the lady nominated by 
Mr. Mellon at the saine time protesting againat the thoroughness of 
the operation, which she considered an unnecessary indignity. Mrs. 
Mellon then entered the cage and seated herself in a chair placed 
therein. 

“The position of the sitters was settled hy mutual arrangement. 
Dr. MacCarthy and Mr. Paterson, were appointed to encircle the 
figure (should one appear}, and Mr. Mellon was given control of the 
light. 

“ The door of the cage was locked and sealed, the key given into 
the possession of Mr. H. M. Evans, and the curtains drawn in front 
of the cage, The gas was turned down, and the company commenced 
to sing (Dy. MacGarthy accompanying on his auto-harp) the beautiful 
poem by Mrs. Beecher Stowe. 

After several other airs had been sung, Mrs, Mellon called from 
the exgs that the light was too strong, and it was therefore turned 
very low. Singing was then resumed, and soon after, or about half- 
an-howr from the time the medium had entered the eage, three smart 
raps were heard, Questions were asked whether the light was too 
high or too low, both of which were answered in the negative. A 
resort was then had to the alphabet, and the letters ‘q’ and ‘n’ 
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were spelled out. In reply to an enquiry if the word was ‘ quick,’ 
affirmative raps were given, and 26 first it was thought it referred to 
the music, but someone asked if it meant to go ta the medium, when 
the rapping again indicated an affirmative. Dy. MacCarthy at once 
drew aside the curtains and had the Hght turned up, when the 
medium was seen in an apparently prostrate condition. ‘The door 
was 6 onto opened, and Drs. MacCarthy and Pickhurn went in and 
reported that Mrs. Melon had faintad. 

"She was taken out and restoratives supplied, but it was very 
evident that her condition precluded the possibility of the continuance 
of the scance that evening, and the room was spoedily vacated by al] 
but the invalid and those in attendance upon her.” 


The whole thing was a miserable asco, a picoe of audacions 
“bluff” to gain time, and resulted just as I and others expected. 
Before wo dispersed an attempt was made by Mr. Mellon, and others 
on his behalf, to induce the editor of the Swadey Yimes and other 
Witnesses to say nothing, and personel insults and accusations were 
addreseed to myself. These I passed over with complete indifference, 
My friends felt that if was not a personal matter, and that im the 
public interest the fullest publicity should he given to the whole pro- 
ceedings. The Suaday Times reported the affair in full. Newspaper 
interviews, letters, anc statements on both sidex Alled the newspapers 
of Sydney and Moltbourne for the succeeding week, ancl in the more 
distant colonies and cities of Australia the publie journals alsa took 
the miuther up, showing the widespread public interest evoked, 


The newspapers and public opinion unanimously supported my 
action, and I received numerous private letters and expressions of 
approval and syinpathy. The Melbourne Psychical Research Society 
abonce took the matter in hand, and a request was made te show 
cause Why Mrs. Mellon should not be removed from membership of 
this society. Great surpriee and disgust were caused to me at this 
time by the unlooked-for and unjust attitude of one for whom I had 
had a long personal friendship, and for whose sake, as much as from 
my own endeavor to reach the truth, I had undertaken this most un- 
pleasant duty. Under the influence of ill-advisers, he made this the 
ground for a bitter personal feeling against, myself, and allowed me ~ 
to he unjustly attacked through the columns of the Daily Telegroph 
by certain sycophantic followers. I forgive all this, and will not 
make it more dificult for him ta make the amende honorable, which 
I feol save will come in time. 


Mrs. Mellon also published a statement in explanation of her 
case, Which statement caused a good deal of mirthful comment from 
the comic journals, No doubt it was accepted as a thoroughly satis- 
factory explanation by a great many exdcione Spiritualists ; but even 
the more intelligent Spiritualists must consider it an insult to their 
intelligence. The fact that no money was paid on this particular 
occasion has alone saved her from legal proceedings, These are her 
explanations :— 
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“T was in my normal siate during the whole of the séance on the 
12th instant; that is, Iwas not in a state of trance, as I sometimes 
am, during the materialisation of spirit forms, aud wus guile aware of 
what was going on. 

“The next thing I was aware of was Mr. Henry holding my left 
wrist, and J saw J was completely enveloped in drapery. The drapery 
soon demuterialiged, and was seen fo diseolve in a dned of steane by 
Mra. Gale auct one of the gentlemen present, 

“Ava subsequent private seance, T enquired of 'Cissie’ how it 
ail came about, and she tells me that there was a very inhar. 
monious feeling at the meeting, ancl she and her friends felé that 
something was going to happen. They therefore thought it better not 
‘to entrance me that evening, becavse it would have been much more 
dangerous to me had I been in an abnormal condition. So, whilst in 
may normal state, they drew onjy from the lower part of my body, 
principally from my jegs—in fact, at one time I felt as though I had 
no lege at all; they were rendered very smal] and shrunken, and thoé 
w how J caplatu my shoes end stockings coming off." 

Now, one would naturally ask why, if she “‘was quite aware of 
what was going on,” itshould be necessary to enquire of '‘ Cissie” at 
ih sige. Br private seance? A hitle more dust cast in the eyes of 
her still faithful followers! The explanation of the shoes and 
stockings falling off is really too laughable, Can it be possible that 
any agit even dan “swallow " that? 

The charge of frand wpon this eccasion did not rest upon my 
testimony alone, Miss St, 2, Mr. Roydhouse anc myself saw the 
Falie beard, and saw Mr. Roydhouse pick it up and handle it; while 
they, and four more witnesses, saw the drapery and other articles, and 
have thus stated. 

Here, then, are seven witnesses of undisputed integrity and 
intelligence. ‘The impartiality of these witnesses is beyond dispute. 
They bad all heen invite] by Mrs. Mellon herself, and considered 
respectable and eredible persons by herself, and had no exposure taken 
piace would probably have heen asked, as on other occasions, io allow 
their names to appear in support of the genuineness of these 
* Toaterialisatious.” 

Although none of them are Spiritualists, they are earncst and 
thoroughly impartial investigators, and have been and are willing to 
testify to anything that is proved to their satisfaction. Therefora, the 
assumption of bias cannot be brought against these witnesses. 

Again, the assumption of collusion will not hold. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilton T had never seen before in my hfe, and had no conversation 
with them until after the oecurrence. Mr, Roydhonse and Mise St 
Fill were alsoignorant of my intentions and had no previous conver- 
pation with me. Mr. WaHis wag the only person present aware of my 
intended action. On the other aide, there is the statement of five 
Witnesses, Mrs. Gale, Mr. Joubert, Mr. Rumble, Mr. Etherington, and 
a ductor of philosophy (who has not thoughr fit to publish his name}, 
who contradict the other witnesses as to the articles above mentioned, 
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although some of them—Mr, Joubert, aang Oia seeing the white 
drapery round Mrs. Metlon, getting over that by the excuse that it 
wag whisked off supernaturaily, and melted. . 

Whether that exeuse is within reason, must be left to the public 
ta judge, : 

All these, with the exception of the doctor of philosphy, are 
professed md ardent spiritualists, and withowt inferring anything 
against spiritualism or its followers, these five persons cannot be said 
to be unbiassed witnesses, 

Now the evidence of these five persona ia only negitive evidence 
after all, and, as negative evidence, is worthless as against the positive 
evidence of other witnesses. The negative evidence of any number of 
persons can not carry the same weight as the positive evidence of seven 
other persons, “ There are none so blind as those who will not see,” and 
“for the sake of their cause,” theso spiritualists no doubt preferred to 
shut their eyes to what was plain to everybody who cared to look, 

Anonymous statements by a doctor of philosophy, however high 
his position in the educational world, can not weigh much againsé the 
evidence of witnessess who have the courage to append their names. 
The value of this gentloman’s testimony and his capabilities for clear 
judgement, may be gauged by the fact that up to that time he had only 
witnessed two materialisation séancea ; the first being the historic 
occasion on whith Mrs. Besant attended, and the second the wotahble 
night of the exposure. His behaviour on the first occasion waa so 
remarkably emotional that both Mrs. Besantand Dr. M—— found it 
necessary to reassure him. (See Chapter | 

This was hardly the attitude one would expect from a doctor of 
philosophy commencing investigations, and savoured more of an 
emotional temperament predisposed to belief in the supernatural, 


For any man to be convinced by any one séance such as that, of 
the spiritual origin of the “phenomena,” shows clearly an emotional 
and biased mind. 

An analysis of the cuss, therefore, amounted to this: That out of 
the eightcon persons present besides the medium, seven persons, all 
credible and unbiased witnesses, testified to the facts, as stated above. 
Five persons strongly biased denied it! Mr. Mellon and his daughter, 
from natural bias, if nothing eles, camnob be accepted os witneases. The 
remaining four porsons, all spiritualiats, preferred to romain neutral. 
The attitude of these four persons was significant, The public verdict 
was plain, ond this evidence quite sufficient to prove the charge, but 
itremained for spiritualists themelves to supply still more crowning 
testimony to these facta. 


A good deal of comment was caused by the attitude of those four 
persons who maintained silence. Of these four, Mrs. Sinith, of New 
Zealand, prior to her return to that colony, informed the editer of the 
Sunday Zines that she was aod sativfied. Miss Elverstone, it is ba- 
lieved, was not in «a position to see what occurred, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
G. Edwards, of Darling Point, were the remaining tiwo. 
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The last-named lady is President of the Sydney Association of 
Spiritualists, which official position renders her testimony of great 
importance ; and her husband also is a prominent Spiritualist, In 
the Suniay Timer of Nov. 4, 1894, the following statements of her's 
appemred, 

Statement of Mra. Caroline Amelin Edwards, of Gladys House, 
Yarnablie-road, Sydney :-— 

“ Having preserved silence thug far wpon the Inte exposé at Mrs. 
Mellon's house, chiefly from motives of shacerest sympathy with that 
lady in the humiliating and degrading position, as a woman, into 
which sho was thrown. . . . Pitying her as J still do, and did, 
determined me to take the neutral part I have hitherto maintained, 
and leave her to vise or faliion the success or otherwise of her test 
stances. But circumstances have arisen which compel me, for justice 
sake, to make my statement of facts to you and the public. . . . 
Common justice and trnth demand that I now make a statement of 
facts that I have hitherto held back. . . . . . I further desire 
to point out that the explanation of such facts as I adduce is not to 
be explained away by the usual feeble hypnotic suggestions. . . . 

* Av the séance at Mrs. Mellon's residence on October 12th, I 
was seated in the front row, between Mr. Henry and the foreign gen- 
tleman, who wishes his name withheld. When the supposed spirit 
form of Mrs. McTaggart appeared, I (having been o dear friend of 
that lady ia her ifetime} asked if F could speak to the form, when it 
immediately and rapicly went back behind the curtains. 

“When ‘Josephine’ appeared, whom J had always suspected to 
be Mrs. Mellon herself, the form stooped tu take the flowers, with a 
motion which I recognived as distinetly characteristic of Mre. Mellen. 

“When the form of ‘Cissie’ was seized by Mr. Henry, I heard 
the exclimation made. and saw him seize the figure. I was by his 
side in at instant, and on the frst match being Hghted I distinctly 
saw a mask, or what looked Hke one—at any rate, some black covering 
—~on the lower part of Mirs. Mellon's face. IT saw her forehead and 
part of the fringe of her hair above it; I aleo eaw white drapery over 
her head and right shoulder, but the arm and shoulder which was held 
by Mr. Henry were covered by the blue dress, which I saw at the 
spine moment. 

“The souffle which ensued has heen accurately described in the 
Sunday Limes, whose report of the whole affair was trae and accurate 
in every particular. Tmmediately on Mre. Mellon retiring toa the 
cabinet I followed, but did not go with her, I found her in ao 
squatting position, nob lying on the floor, I knelt down by the side 
of her, anc took her hands in mine. 

‘Sticking wp from the bosom of ber dress, which wag of ¥ 
shape, I sai a lump of coarse, dark hair, the portion visible being 
fully 1d inch one way and nearly an inch longer the other, I pushed 
it down her bosom, distinetly feeting it to be hair. I was so horrified 
at the time at the prospect of exposure, and the foar that she might 
be searched, that on the spur of the moment T said, “Give me any 
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thing you have to bide,” in reply to which she said, “No, no, I have 
nothing ;" but at my suggestion she pinned the front of ber dress 
higher. Mrs. Mellon at that time seemed perfectly cool and collected. 

“Mrs. Smith, of New Zealand, then came into the cabinet, and 
assisted me in putting on Mrs. Mellon's upper petticoat and akirt, 
which were off, but put on the dress skirt wrong side ont, and so had 
to reverse it, which, af course, took more time, Mrs. Mellon remaining 
squatting in «painful position all the time this was being done. 

“Mrs. Gale subsequently came in and knelt on the other side of 
Mrs. Mellon, who was still in the same painful position, which she 
eantinued in despite of Mis. Gale and 1 beseeching her to change tt, 
until eventually, at Mrs. Melon's request, Mrs, Gale left her and me 
alone atter all the visitors had jeft. 

' When alone, Mrs. Meilon allowed me to assist her to rise. She 
then stooped, and, raising her petticoate slightly in front, she drew 
something from the back, and fastened whatever it was under the 
ekirt with two or three pins. She then put her shoes and stockings 
on, and left the cabinet. I wished her ‘Good night," and came away. 

"Qn the afternoon of tha day when the test séance was to be 
held at the Sunclay Times office, I called on Mrs. Mellon. She asked 
me to help her. Easked her in what way, and she said, ‘Oh, you 
Enow ; one medium can always help another,’ IT said I could not help 
her, and she then said, ‘Then E am lost! J shall fail to-night? ” 

She did fuil, as we have seen, and after awple time and oppor- 

tunity for the production of phenomena had been allowed her. 
_ One cannot help sympathising with Mrs, Edwards, seeing the 
painful position in which she was placed; and she must be congratu- 
lated in having come forward fearlessly at the call of honor and of 
common justice. 
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CHAPTER VIi. 


Tin So-canpen “ Puses” Caiticieny, Looan Orixtows Disevasen, 


A prominent member of the Mellourur Psychieal Research Socicty, 
in sume wp the ease, expressed himecl? as follows i‘ That Mra. 
Mellon was guilty of fraud ou that cevasion T have now no doubt, and the 
only question that crops up is, has she been defrauding and fooling the 
public all these years That is exactly the question the public is asking, 
and the one that I am now about to discuss. 

L have fally and faithfully described the so-called “tests” winch took 
place early in the present year, and have alzo described two typical ortho- 
dox séances with Mrs. Mellon, whick were not “ tests." I was present ab 
all these occurrences and on numerous other oecasions, of which I have 
kept records, which want of space prevents wy publishing here: and I 
eny, withont hesitation, that 7 have seen absolutely nothing produced by 
this medium which differed in any material respect from the so-called 
phenomena to whieh we were treated on the night of the exposure, T 
have algo lad nnmerons private stttings with this mediwm ard Dr. M—— 
only, onl without a cabinet, Although there lias boon every requisite eon- 
dition and every opportunity for the production of muaterialisntion or other 
prerouees on these oceasions, aothing whatever lies occurred, after sitting 

a many hours. The so-called ‘ taste were neworthy of the name. My 
own vonrse of observation resuitet im a long list of evidence showing 
erave suspicion, borne out by the observations of others. I am, therefore, 
forced to the conclusion that on every oreasion on which [ have been 
present, all that I have seen has been the result of common trickery. 
f have seen absolutely nothing ocenr at any time through this medinm 
that I conkl not do mrself ander the same conditions and with a ittle 
tice. 

With the exception of numerous Spiritualists (whose judgment on 
the matter may be questioned), the only individual who come: forward to 
uphold the abnormal charaster of any of the oeeurrences which I have 
witnessed is a certain medical gentleman in Sydney, One point that he 
lays great stroes wpon ia, the asscrtion that he sennded “ Geordie's " heart- 
beats upon one oeeasion, reek is positive that “ Geordie’s” chest was not 
that of a wonmn, and thet the female mamma were absent. New, with all 
duo deference to his professional states, his msuspecting chatacter renders 
inm easily duped, and I may be pardoned if I vefuee accept his unsup- 
ported, avidence, knowing that he has been equally positive over a former 
matter in which he was proved ta huve heen wrong. I observed the whole 
proceedings carefully, and believe that his opportunities for examining the 
chest (through the clothing) were not such as to warrant so decided an 
opimon, and his attitode on this as on other oceasions was that of a 
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“reverent believer,” rather than of a sceptical expert. And 20, when he 
says that he iis “witnessed the entranced sensitive, Mrs. Mellon, of 
Sydney, considerably reduced in size from the material evolyed in the 
materialising process,” and on other oceasions “seen, tonched, and spoken 
to the medium ant form together,” I must reeretiully admit that J] bebeve 
that he hag beer oasily daped, and has wlowed his sentintenta to obscure 
his judgment. When he says that the “form” was outeide the enrtams, 
and showed him the entranced sensitive veidluced in sige, as above, he wae 
triating to his oyesight ouly, aul that in almost darkness. He did not 
teuch the sensitive ou this oreasion, wor otherwise assure hhnself thot he 
was really looking ab her, and nel merely of her onter elothing propped up 
upon the chair to represent herself. Aud so also with regard to tonching 
the meilium aud form wpon angther occasion, Te hud nothing to prove 
that the medium’s right hand did 10% represent herself, while lier left hand 
represented “ Geordie’s” hand. This I suspect to have been the case on 
the occasion of Mrz. Besant attempting tu shake hands with both Mrs. 
Mellon ond “Geordie” at that memorable séance, already described, 
when “Goordie” and the medim were on view outside the curtains 
together, with only one hand each, and ever then these two hands not seen 
simultaneously. L have seon this particular performance frequently. These 
points may therefore be dismissed as unworthy to be considered evilence. 
So nmech for all the séances with this medium that T lave seen myself, and 
pon whieh I give my opinion withant hesitation, 

Now, of the earlier géances in Anstralin whieh I did not attend, T 
have before me complote and anthentic records, with the exception of 
perhaps Gwo or thres; and T have alao interrogated several reliable wit- 
nesses to these oveurrences. All this evidence, both documentary aud 
from these witnesses, clenrly proves that none of these earlier scances differed 
im any respect from those that I have witnessed myself, aul on this evidence 
I believe the phenoniena then chserved, ta have been produced in the sane 
manner. 

Now, one or two of these séances have been quoted in the newspapera 
by Spiritualists ay showing strong evidence in favour of their assumption, 
of genuineness—the moonlight séance at Hunter's Hill notably. Several 
witnesses haye stated to me positively that this performance differed in no 
way from the others, and was oven to the same grave suspicions. Again, 
there is a letter from another Spirtinslist—Mr. A. MR. Kose-Seley—pnb- 
lished in the Daily Yelegragi, Oct. 22nd, 1804. In defenne of Mors. 
Mellon hy deseribes a dance which tock place nt lis cottage, Balmain, 
Sydney, about the end of the year 1892. Without going inte the evidence 
of ather wituesses to the oneasion, his own letter, published as above, is 
quite sufficient ovidenee for my purpose, There was na searching, tying, 
or sealing of any sort; and yet he talks of this being “under test con- 
ditions” mid “jurposture bem impessitle,” and in the some breath goes 
on to describe how the medium was coutined behind copper wives stretched 
across frony wall to wall behind the curtains,“ the space between the wire 
lines bemg only large euongh to admit the passage of an ant.” That is 
quite sufficient ; and out of his own words he stands econvieted of blind, 
uureasoning credulity, It was just that “passage of the arm “-—holdiag 
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and dangling the mask and drapery to represent “ Cissie "—which we mar 
reasonably assume produced this, the only one, “manifestetion * obtained 
outside those wives, throughout that and several other sittings. 

Many unsnepectng people lay mach streaa on the " demeaterinlising” 
or appirent melting away of the “forms” down to a litle spot upon the 
floor. Mrs. Besant herself seems to think that this one point ‘proved the 
genuineness of the only one such séance which she has seen. This is a 
simple artitinn, when understond, which F shall explain further on, and here 
rewnmmnencd to the perusal af Mrs, Besant and others, the proceedings of 
the London Society for Pevehical Research, 1886-87, vol. tv., pnge 61. I 
mysell aud others (before I had gone so deeply into the evidence} felt 
rather impressed by this point, and 1 must give Mrs. Mellon the credit for 
having worked it very cleverly, 

The following words of Mr. Perey Wakefield, of Bondi, Sydney, a 
reliable witness, are strong additional testimony. Speaking of Mrs. 
Mellon’ arrival in Ansztralia, he says:—“ A week or two elapsed, and F 
wax informed that Mrs. Afeflon was abont to hold a sericea of séances at 
the rooms of the Peyeholorical Research Society in Pitt Street. ‘The 
series was to consist of for séances, and a charge of £2 was made for 
admission to the series. I attended the first series, and not being satisfied 
with the rean!t, paid another £2 im the bope of witnessing something more 
convincing during the next series. I had seen nothing but what could 
have been dove with the ail of a few masks and a little drapery, ant juag- 
much as the room was much darkened on all oceasions, aint we were 
expected to wateh the phenomena with clasp] honds--being warned on 
ho atepnnt ta Inesk the circle was by no means sure that masks and 
drapery were not employed. Dhariue the sevoud geringe-in one sengesT 
was luuch better eatisfiedl—that is to say, F was satiefied that the phens- 
mena were the resnlt of ne abnormal power. 

I shenll probably have varricd my investigations further, however. had 
neta “scene” occurred at the couckudiug eéanee, when Mr, W. J. Allen, 
who had been present at them all, openly expressed the opinion that he 
had sven nothing imt what he conkd do himself with the assistance of a few 
etage properties. Upon hearing this, Mrs. McDon, who usally remained 
behind the cortaing in an apparent state of trance for some time 
after the sdance was over, stempel out into the room in 
periectly normal condition, observing that if Mr. Allen was 
gog ito the cabinet—which he certainly showed no inclination 
to do——she thonght that she had belter como out. So poor an 
exense for a sulden recovery From a state of trance, whieh usually lasted a 
eonstderable time, weighed with mo a good deal ; wad, altogether with the 
fact that from first to last nething hal transpired but what wes capable of 
avery simple anc commonplace explanation, Ved mit lo make wp my mind 
that the thing was vot werth while troubling any moro about.” 

Mr. ©. L. Wallis, whe has attended nearly every one of Mrs. 
Mellow's séances smec hee arrival in Anstralia, and kept fully-writtes 
records of euch, also yives valuslle-evidence. These are some extracts 
from letters written hy hin te the Melbourne Psychicul Research Society + 
—** Nothing whatever in the shape of an abnormal or ocenlt appearance 
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was to be seen when I sirack tre light, and the ‘ properties* found are a 
full aud perfect explanation of the way in which dhe mianifestatione were 
produced, So far ag I could diseern, this sdance was not different im any 
Fundamental respect from iany others that I have witnessed with Mrs. 
Mellon ay medinm,” And, relerrme to the so-called “ tests,” already 
described in full, he says +-** i was present ot all these séancea, and gar 
most denidedly that uo ‘testa * worthy of the name were applied, and that 
there were loopholes for frand in all direetions, . . . The form eanght 
by Mr, Henvy was Hrs. dfelton. She did not fall off ler chatr, bnt was 
on her knees when be caught her, The white oorering of her 
shouldera was commonplace earthly muslin, and I stand aghust before the 
one hysterical gentleman who saw it ‘dizappear like steam,’ and before 
Mrs. Mellon's statement that it ‘faded and dissolved.’ Regarding the 
attenuated jogs, I merely remark that at least two gentlemen in the room 
had oeular demonstration to the contrary.” Writing of hia view of 
“Geordie” through the mirrer, he says:—I would not have missed 
Buch an opportunity tor £100; % was the most satisfactory test FE ever 
had—a test, not, however of the genuineness of the medium, but of her 
frandulent practices. Had i not secn * Geordie’ walk ont inte the room 
at other seances, I should have denonneed the thing then and there, I 
know now that ‘Geordie’ has a dusl personality, and when he stands for 
hia photo. isa ‘chummy: when he walka and calles, his existence and Mrs, 
Mellon's are convertible terms. Mra. Mellon's statement that she has not 
taken money is direcdiy untrue. When she held her first public sdance 
herve sho charged 10a. per sitting, and T pail £4 for eight adances. My 
partners, Mossrs. Wincheombe avd Carson, paid £2 each tor torr sdances 
anc F coult readily mention ten or twelve people who paid the same Fee. 
She jas received uumerors and valuahie presents, and altogether the 
basiness has paid very well.” 

This is very clear evidence as to the origin of all the so-called phe- 
nomena produced by this medium since her arrival m Australia, nearly 
three years ago. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Mra. Meuiox, tar Fonesost ann moet Renyantanns® Mareniaigise 
Mrntuma or tun Worn. Hen Lire Reviewen, Elen owe 
SraremuntTs as to Eanuy Hustony ov mun Materianisixng Bt8ITs 
“Geronbie,” “Creer,” ere, wird Brreaces rron Accouxts oF 
Seasons Meno uy Wie is Exernanp, 


At the outeet of this chapter, let me again repeat what I have already 
said in my preface to this book, tut it ts only in the aspect of evidences on 
a broad question of widespread interest, that I heroin review the life or 
doings of any individual, and I again sasaure such persons that I hare 
absolutely no persona! feeling on the matter, boyond 2 natural repagnance 
to a sapke of any kind, 

m an article devoted to “ Spiritualism and Spiritualists,” in Mr. 
Stead’s publication, entitled “More trhost Stories,” 1892, the following 
pene es ocenr, dogeribing Mr. Stead’s personal researoh and relating to 
Mrs, Metlon:ie-' During these investigations, I have made great efforts 
to obtain the serviees of a trastworthy materialising mediutn who has not 
al any time heen detected in fraud. There are three or four moatertalisiug 
mccliums who give séances in London ; but, whether from misfortune or 
their own {anlt, their names lrare afk been associated at one time or another 
with the production of fraudulent phenomena. I aim speaking of what has 
been communicated to me try fervent spiritualists, whom I have consulted 
im the hope that they might be ablc to furnieh mo with the address of a 
trustworthy inaterisliging medium, ‘Ihe net result of oxy inguirics came to 
this—that in the whole of the Fnited Kingdom, so far aa was known to 
the Spiritualist community, there was only one person of undoubted 
matorialising faculty and endoubted character, who could always secure the 
presence of phenomena, and who had never been detected in u trick of any 
kind, . . . I tefer to Mrs. Mellon, Inte of Newcastle-on-Tyne.” 

This is very negative praise. indeed, and wo have already seen the 
sequel to it in Australia ; but the faet tat spirituadists themaeives have 
for some time past regarded Mes. Mellon as the only trustworthy medinm 
is, in itsel¥, significant and vainable testimony, It isin this licht that I 
give Mrs, Mellon her duly acercdited place, as “ the foremost and moat 
remarkable medium of the world,” and proceed to review the history ef her 
early porers, with the object of clieiting the evidence such history may 
throw upen the whole question of  Materialisation.” 

I have by me notea and records of about one hamdred of Mrs. 
Mellon's sdances, collected By me from varions authentic sources and 
spread over the Jast twenty yoars—a fair avorage, I consider, on whick to 
base an Opinion as to their general character. ‘These include full records 
of the most important occurrences held during that period, and reliable 
evilence as to the “ Tests" uadergoue before her appearance in Australia. 
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The following particulars as to her earliest developements as a mediom I 
quote from au antograph letter in my pessession:— 

“My first materiaiisations took place in the city of Neweastle-on- 
Tyne, England, in the year 1872, and at first got only hands and faces, 
aud my Newcastle friends with me cere me much time ond putience to the 
developmunt of this phage of mediumehip, hoping that in time we would 
ultimately succeed in getting the tally materialisat form. We were not 
discouraged by repwated tailures, but persisturtly persevered m our ettempte, 
wilil success Care in dhe term of a lady, who was recownised ag the sister 
of n gentleman present, and whose brothu, Mr. WH. A, Kergey, ia the wach 
esteemed president of the Newcastte-ou-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society 
ond beloved eoudngtor of the Children’s Progressive Lyceum—a geutlerann 
whose vartlily life was saved by spirit iriends after being given up by the 
doviors, So miraculous waa the enre, that he vowed trom henceforth he 
would devote the remaining years of hie earth life io promnlenting the 
glorions truth of spirit return. Aeedless to say lie has kept hia word, for 
a more indefatigable worker in the cause could wot possibly le found, 
Josephine, at this time, comncnced to materialise, and was very successful, 
foil accounts of which were pablished by the late Alderman T, P, Barkas, 
P.G.5., ete., in the Neweastleou-Tyne Daily Chroniele and in ether pro- 
Tinent papers, and later were re-published in the Northern Daily Leader, 
aud which accounts cansed widespread interest, not only in England and 
Beotland kat also in other parta ef the world, beingiug scientific amen from 
far andl nenr te witness and test the genuineness of this remarkable phe- 
nontena, To niay inention ike uses ef two well-known gentlemen, M- 
Axakolf mul Professor Iutteroii, who cume fron 8 Petersburg, Russia, 
to attend adances. After thia Eo owas visited by other wellbknown 
eclentifie gentlemen, amoung when 1 may mentton 1, W, Tl, Myers, Esq., 
and Professor Sidgwick, of Loudon and Cambridye, fur whom 1 held 
agancos, some of which were held under ctrict test conditions. This visit 
resulted m hiy signing an agreement jor twelve months to visit London 
and Gambridge four times durtie the year, for the purpose of giving test 
SEATICCS, z 
“ Rogarding test aéances hell in Liverpool amd other cities im 
England, and tn Glaseow and Edinburgh, that were so very successful, 
although at the time of which I write I was not a fully-dereloped medium 
—far Fea it, nevertheless, the manttestations were of such a startlingly 
wonderin] nature o¢ to puzzle the minds of scientific investigators. Many, 
some waukl say, tempting offers of engagementa were proposed for me to 
visit Ayaerici, Paris, Fhe Hague, and other parte of the globe, Gut my 
people objeeted to my leaving England, 

“J think if wag in T878 that the epirtt kuown as ‘ Geordie’ came to 
me, Ele wae very powerful, and scan learned haw West to utilise ehe 
paychie power or ferre, Lut wag a long time im acquiring the ase of his 
vorul organ, and, alter mnuy attempta to speak, could for some time only 
articulate the words ‘Yes’ sud 'No.” But now be can tutk quite fueutly. 
His talking entirely depends on the strength of power at his disposal. 
Sometimes ho will put most of the pawer inte his voiec, whon we can only 
see his head and bust: whereas. at another time, he will use the power for 
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materialisiug bis body, and walk about the room, and, shoukl the power be 
very strong he will take a chair, sit down beside us and join in our 
conversation, 

“T have the undoubted testimony of hundreds of people who have 
seon, recognised, and conversed ith their spirit friends isn my presence. 

“With the oxception of periodical visits to Seotland (where I have 
many Iviends), [ was never ont of England until [ cate to sunny Avs- 
tralin, wearly thiee years age, whure T have held some remaykably snecess- 
fol séances, bath in Sydney aml in Melbourne,” 

Naturally—and for very good reasone—the great majority of persons 
who witnessed Mrs. Mellon's exhibitions ti Great Britain were sptrituatists 
—tuithtul, ali-believing foHowers—who required no tests, accepting all 
they saw and hward, and asking Jor more. A great mmiiber of the records 
before me of these early séauces are written by such witnesses, and heave 
delighted the readers of spiritiialistic journals frou time to titne, 

Now, even presuming these nemérons apiritualistic witnesses to be 
reliable (a question that £ do not hero raise), their evidence is merely 
negative evidence, as i pointed out beforr, and goes to prove nothing 
either one way or the other, This evidence may he therefore dismissed a4 
worthless. Such sésnees may be classed as spiritualistie worship in 
distinction to research. The learned Russian professors and others 
mentioned in Mrs. Mellon's foreroing scconnt, wore no doubt introduced 
to the marvels at these orthodox séances; there ig no record of their 
having been allowed to introduce any tests, aud no doubt they were placed 
wider sn apreement not te leave their seats to personally investigate: 
When these gentlemen wished ta institute experiments with this medimn, 
their tompting allers were declined on plansible exenges. Again, i pave 
also the recards of a number of psendo-tesig, or what profess to have been 
“completely convincing tests ” carried ont by a few spiritnalists and others 
from time to time. On eritical examination of this evidence, these “ tests” 
turn out to be no tests at all, dla ecoucitions being so bex Chat fraud was uet 
duly possible, tt probable throughout, 

In this category appear accounts of snch aéaneos aa those held at 
Weir's Court in 1977, at which the wax moulds of “spirit” hands and 
feet are reported to have been obtained throngh the mediumship of Mrs. 
Mellon (then Miss Fairlemb) ; also the photographing of “ Geordie’s ” 
head at Ediiburgh, the resuitent portrait of which I have seen, and give 
my firm opinion, after long and carcful examination of the same, that 
“ Creordie’s ” lead is none other than Mra. Mellou’s, with a false beard on 
and drapecl ; and the pholographing of * Ciasie™ in 1900, already referred 
to and explained. Al this is worth uo more than the first eategory of 
negutive evidence, except, porhaps, 3 giving greater proof of the cleverness 
and capability of the medium. But, on the other fu, all these 
spiritualistie records have a distinet and decisive value as evidence in 
another way, They show clearly und withuut donlt, that all these early 
stances of Mra. Mellon's, rigtit wp to the time that she left ingland, were 
of exactly the same character as those we have been treated to in Aus— 
tralia ; and that the “phenomena ” produced then (throughout these many 
years), may be justly ascribed to the same origin as what we have most 
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retently geen. A3 evidence in this respect, these documents are most 
valuable, and no one can read of the domes of “‘ Geordie,” “ Cissic,” 
“‘ Josephine " or “ Minnie” For the Jast twenty years without being struck 
by the overlasting repetitions—the same remarks uttered then as now ; 
the same little tacties to amuse and entertain the sitiers while the medium 
is dressing and preparing in the cabinet ; the same want of originality or 
change about the “spirits.” “dosephine” seems to have taken the place 
of “ Minnie "11 “spirit” who used to perform in exactly the same manner 
bat under adifferent name. And then we see accounts of the “ apirits ” of 
departed friends appearing very frequently at these edancea, ag a partientar 
honor to aome one present who was more crodulons than the rest. ‘These 
are the thonsanis who can testify to having seen their depariod friends 
through Mrs. Mellon's powers. Many of us have seen exactly the same 
thing here in Sydney, and these thousands of poor deluded fools are ready 
(on the strength of » completely diseniged form sven in semi-darkness) 4c 
publicly testify to their own folly. It is quite sufficient to read these 
reconis published from thne to time in the Medium and Daylbreat—out 
of thelr own mouths they have convicted themselves. Here are’a few 
extracts Medium and Daybreak, May 27, 1852 (speaking of 
* Geordie ™).——"" A pair of scissors were handed to him by a gentleman, 
with a requost that he would ent off a small portion of his beard and allow 
him te keep it ag a momento of this, to him, most marvellous event. He 
brantished the scissors several times over his head, . . . enfered the 
cabinet for a@ moment, then retnrned with the scissora and the coveted 
portion of his beard.” I have itaticised the important pointin this, which 
requires 20 further explanation, Medium and Daybreak, Oot, 23, 1802. 
—" The tomaturialising of * Ciasie ’ outside the cabinet carried the greatest 
conviction to the company present. , . . which brought the sitting 
practically to a close, fo the satisfaction of all but one (m eparifuelest), whe 
did wot take the saghtest action fo peave ts atlegatiouws.” T ean quite 
wuerstand this gentleman’s hesitation before attempting to prove his 
allegations single-handed, having recently received some rowrh treatment 
mysetl at the hands of spiritualists, as already recounted. Afedinm and 
Daybreak, Oct. 3, 1890—(speaking of the photographing of “Ciasie™)— 
** But the important point is that ne one looked at the process, for to do sa 
ia such a strong light interferes with it. . . . The whole party 
exervised the grentest selfdenial in net looking ; their one and only 
thought was to enable the spirit and medinm to be photographed.” 
Exactly so, we bave seeu the same tactics over “ Geordie,” only in that 
ease we were not gitite so selfdenying, but did Jnok surreptitiously, The 
game writer continnes -—* Many years ago we were present at one of Mrs. 
Mellon's séances at Weir's Court, Newsastle. ‘Cisste’ was walking in 
Tront of the cabinet, sucking eweets which some sitter hadgiven her, ‘The 
writer was called up to her, anc was offered a kiss. As she was anly of 
the atature of a little child, he had to stoop down on one knee ta do so, 
and nutitrally pot out his hand to place it against the child's back. This 
ahe at once observed, and by a quick motion of her hand prevented it. The 
mouth was hs normal, as the kise proved; the lips were moist and 
sticky from the sweets she was sucking.” Mrs. Mellon had a narrow 
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escape frou being canght that fine. It was the perusal of this passare a 
jew months ago, that helped to confirm me in my own opinions as to 
“Cissie's” origin and construction. 1 gonkl quote many such extracts lad 
i the gpaceat my disposal, but dhese ure quite sufficient evidence. 

I come now to, by far, the most interesting part of the evidence, 
and, with the exeeption of the last two months, perhaps the most 
important period in this medium’s whele professional career, Mrs, 
Mellon has continually referred all inquirers here to tests which she 
professes to have successfully undergene in England, and natably 
before the Bociety for Paychieal Research of London, and has made 
these the excuse, ii wany eases, For declining to undergo further tests 
in Australia, She hus made much cupital out of the names of Mr. 
Myeve, Profeasor Sidgwick, of London and Cambridge, and other 
members of the above society, whom sle professes to have satistied us 
to her alleged mediumship. A friend of mine was most incaationsly led 
into furthering this belief, by his statements in an article in the first 
number of the Cosmos magazine, Mr. Myers has been communicated 
with in reference to these much-talked-of tests, and a reply received 
to the eflect that the London Society was not satisfied, } heve also 
before me the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research, 
London, vol. 4, 1886-87, and F find there a record of these tests 
written by Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, which clearly expresses the opinions 
of the society amd of these members named above, Unfortunately, 
this volume only reached my hauds since the exposure, and Mrs. 
Mellon, in answer to repeated enquiries of mine, professed herself 
ignorant of ita publication, and, unlike other less important events, 
professed to have kept wo vecords of these tests—perhaps, for very 
soon rewsons, a8 we shall see, 

Here are sone extracts from this volume referring to a long series 
of tests with Mrs, Mellon {then Miss Fairlamb), and also to Miss 
Kate Wood, whodeveloped with her. Page 49 to 54, vol, IV., says -— 
“Myr. Sidgwick, Mr. Myers, and Mr Gurney had a series of séances 
for tauterialisation with Miss Wood and Miss Fsirlamb in Jannary, 


February, and March, 1875, at Newcastle. . . . We did not con- 
sider that decisive evidence had yet been obtained. The sdances were 
now adjourned to the house where I lived. . . . Having arranged 


our tests na described, we began a series of four séances, At the first 
Avague white fgure, which might have been » doll, or perhaps mere 
drapery, uppeared at the doorway, bat did not come out, The second 
was a complete failure, At the third a small vague figure again 
appeared, and caps were made in places beyond the reach, we thought, 
of the hands or feet of the medium; but, of course, she might have 
brought something with her ta make these with, We were getting 
depressed, cepesially, as on this last occasion, the disentrancement 
took a very long time, . . . . So ended this series; and at the 
next, which was held at the same placo in the following July, and 
lasted three weeks, a different test was used, . . . . The séances 
were nowrly unsuccessful until the last. On the Friday and Saturday 
preceding, the sitters had cen brought up one by one to whag pur- 
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ported to be materialised forms, but the face was not in & place in 
which it would have been impossible for the medium's face to be, aad 
on the Friday it appeared to some members of the circle that the face 
was not satisfactorily connected with the drapery that purported to 
eoncen] the body. On Saturday, the 24th, at the Jast of the series of 
twelve scaneces, Miss Fairlamb was placed in the hammock, and Mr. 
Bidgwick observed the indicator of the balance. . . . . Thena 
form came cub and kissed me through the white veil in which it wee 
wrapped . . . . Afterwards Miss Wood was called up to tha 
form, whieh looked small, and did not move very easily; if might have 
been a womenon ber knees. . . . , After the séance fT asked 
leave to search Miss Fairlamb. This she sharply and decidediy de- 
clined, She was reminded that she had agreel to be searched, but 
she said that was before, not after, theséances, This refusal produced 
an unfavorable jmpression on us, and left the evidence af best incon. 
tlusive, . . . » Amother series of séances was held with them 
through a period of three weeks,in August and September, 1875, at 
Cambridge. The results were again inconclusive, and in some respects 
suspicious ; for the form came ont of the cabinet three times, and it 
wag found by trial afterwards that the medium could each time hare 
come just so far withont breaking loose from the fastenings, This 
eolncidence was suggestive. 

“ Junuary, 1877, we tried a final series of sdances for materiaHsa- 
tion ab Neweastle. Miss Wood and Miss Fairlamb had by this time 
quarralled, antl used to sit separately. We first used, ag a means of 
securing Miss Wood, a long bag of machine-mmade white net, which 
she got into, head and all, The bag was so long that the end could be 
brought enterds the cabinet, where 1b was drawn together with tape, 
end the ends of the tape nailed and sealed to the wall elose to the 
mouth of the bag. We held four séances in thie way with no rasvlt, 
and then the “spirits,” through Miss Wood, told us to give up that 
tes!. Then we substitated a craduated tape, tied round the neck, and 
another round the ankle. ‘The tape was sealed below the knot on te 2 
piece of pxper, and the seals traced round with pencil, and later with 
sympathetic ink, which we thought would betray the fact if heat were 
applied to the seals. The ends of the tapes were brought owt of the 
cabinet, nailed through larga sheets of white paper to the floor, and 
senled over the tails The light allowed ot these séances was 
vxceedingly poor. A small white figure came to the entrance of thea 
cabinet—-o british but irregularly-shaped object, which on ome occasion 
danced up and down, and which J remember thinking at the me 
Might be the pillow provided for Miss Wood's head, This eceurred ’ 
tt three successive adanees. At the fourth we were told by 
raps thet the medium was choking IT went to examine, and 
found that the knot had been moved an inch or more away from 
the seal, aud closo up to the neck, so that the tape appeared too tight. 
The “gpitil,” speaking througa Miss Wood, claimed to haye dene this 
in pluying with it. After vainly attempting to loosen the knot, which 
I could not do in the bad light, I cut the tape and removed it, Jeaving 
the ankle tape as the only security. We heard ¢ good deal of rustling 
of the paper to which this was sealed, more than at any previous aéance. 
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After « considerable time, and much singing and talking, a tizere—— 
apparently that ofa full-crown woman—draped in white. came out. 
The light was too low to distinguish anything but the general outline 
of the figure. I think the face was voiled, end when she touched my 
hand [could feel something like soft muslin between her hand and 
mine. The figure (twice ai least} came out too far from the point. 
where the tape was attached ta the floor for it to he possible that it 
could be Miss Wood, with her ankle still bound. When the figure liad 
nelly retreated, we were kept along time waiting and singing before 
the sdance was declared at an end. We then examined the fastening, 
and found the attachment tothe floor intact, but the gral mear the 
knot torn from the paper and split, one half remaining adtached to 
each tape. A shght strain required io bring the two halves of the 
seal together showed that the knot was not exactly agit had heen, and 
judging by kaots made on ather nights, which I had kept, it was much 
tighter than I had made it, Also the part of the tepe round the ankle 
was creased, strained, and dirty aJk over, as if tt had beon much 
handled and pulled. We felt sure that either it had heen forced over 
the heel, or that a loop Jarze enough to pass over the foot had been 
obtained by moving the knot to a piace below the seal, an operation 
which the splitting of the seal rendered just possille. At any rate, 
the indications of deception were palpable and safficienk, and we were 
nob surprised to hear » few monthe luter that a more ngzressive 
investigator had violated tha rule of the séanee, and captared Mise 
Wool personating the “spirit,” Some persons may, perhaps, wonder 
why we had not adepted such summary methods af investigation omr- 
selves, but there was an implied uncderstunding witl iio medion that 
we should not do sa, which we should not have felt justiied in 

breaking. For my own part, though {have no wish myself to adopt 
such methods of investigation, I think that both Spiritualists and non- 
Spiritualists ought to recognise that “ exposers” have thrown valuable 
light on the subject. 

“While these fina) séances were going on with Misa Weod, we were 
also holding séances with Miss Fairlamb under different conditions, but 
with the game ceneral result, namely, thatadl that occurred was within 
the power of the medium. We were aleo then concluding a series of 
collateral investigations with some other Neweastle imediams—the 
Fetty family, who exhibited somewhnt similar manifestations. This 
investigation had been earrted on as long as those with Miss Weod and 
Miss Pairlamb, and with equaily unsatisfactory results. T have now 
to observe that several other unsuccessful anid unsativfactory serios of 
séances contribuked to the thordeyll/y wefarnoradse Wipression left, ky 
thal Jost set at Newonstie,” 

This evidence is clear and smphatic, and leaves no doubt as to 
the thoroughly wrfavorable impression produced, War from being 
evidence in faver of the alleved phenomenn produced by Airs, Mellon, 
it is evidence io support of very grave suspicions; and, after review- 
ing all this, and alse the spiritialistic evidence which has gone before, 
l have no hesitation in saying that I believe the so-culled phenomena 
produced by this medium throughout her professional career, tc have 
been all due to the same origin as what we have secon in Sydney. 
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THe Broan Quesrion oF rue So-cabnep Spinitvacwene Purexomuera 
or Serr Mareniamsation Coxaiperep. THe Evipence on 
Wuicr mm Sranps. 

In considering the broad question of the alleged phenomena of ma- 
terislisation, I have first reviewed the evidence of my own personal 
research. This evidence is ail the more valuable in its relation to the 
whole question, from the fact that I have hack the good fortune to have 
bean able to experiment with the “foremost and most remarkable” 
medium of tie present day—the “only one person who could almost 
always seeure the presence of phenowena, and who had never been 
(detected in a trick of any kind," up to within a few months age. A 
roview of this medium’: career has left us with a lot of worthless 
negative ovidence fram professed Spiritualists, which is no evidence at 
all; besides which it has furnished us with a large amount of the 
most valuable positive evidence against the prababjility, not to say 
possibility, of tho existence of any such phenomena. Let us now sce 
what evitlence the lives of other “ materialising” mediums adduce. 

Q& the only other materialising medium with whose exhibitions 
Tam personally acquainted, some interesting evidence ia also to hand. 
I veter to Hoacket, a séance with whom I deseribed in my first 
chapter. News of his alleged complete exposure in New Zealand 
arrived afew months ogo, and has since been contiemed by the con- 
Teasion of one who was his tnwilling accomplice, 

We have alao seen a record of the doings of Miss Wood, the 
companion of Mis, Mellon, and of her final exposure, aa recorded and 
published by the Society for Psyelical Research, of London, whieh I 
have dready quoted, Every other matorialising medium has likewise 
heen detected in trickery at one time or another, as we have seen re- 
corded and acknowledged by Spiritwaliets themselves, in Mr. Stead’s 
journal. I could go on and give particular cases without number, but, 
in the face of the above evidence, it is unnecessary, and the con- 
fessions of the Fox sisters, of Eva Fay, Bullock, and others, are well- 
known and notorions facts. 

On the other hand, let us now consider whether there is any 
existing reliable evidence in favor of the phenomena of materialisation 
atwll, The statements of some thousands of eredulous Spiritualists 
may be ot onee dismissed 2s worthless, and the only evidence admiz 
sible is that of scientists or experts who have practically experimented 
on the matter, Towhat, then, is this adlayed mass of evidence in 
support of the phenomena reduced? To the statements of two or. 
three men atch as My, Barkas, of Neweastle, Mr, Epes Sargent, af 
Boston, U.8.A., and Professar William Crookes, of Londen, men of 
otherwise high scientific repute, who profess to have so experimented, 
and wheee brilliant atlotaments in other directions have received doe 
recognition, Whether their scientifie attainments have len of any 
servies to themsclves in this field of research, and whether their expe- 
rimonts with these alleyed phencmena have been as careful and prac- 
tical as the case required, ig 2 matter open to very grave question. 1 
am notalons in the opinion that the brilliant scientist makes the 
worst investigator, and for many reasons is often more easily hood- 
winked than men of lesser genius. His mothods are stereotyped ; he 
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works, as a rule, seclnded ijn a laboratory, or abstracted in a world of 
his own, his duties necessarily removing him from the every-day world 
of haman nature, which is in itself the best school of wisdom. And 
it is this parlicular knowledge of human nature which bes¢ fits an 
individual for research into this realm of mystery, and withoné a 
large amount of which the scientist, with all his apparatus, self- 
revistoring indices, scales, and measurements, will fail mare eom- 
pletely than others. In experimenting on this subject with such per- 
sons as are termed mediams, forces (by this I mean the human forces 
of cunning and trickery) come into play, with which the scientifie 
eenius ia least of all acquatated. 

This caleulation does not enter into his abstruse problems; he 
soars above such trivialitie: And yot it ia just this calenlation, in 
dealing especially with allcved materialisations, which is al] important ; 
and it is for this very reason that Fcasnob accept the evidence of these 
three individuals upon this particular matter, when I would xot 
hesitate to actept 16 upon ordinary scientific matters. Snoh has been 
the attitude of the scientific world and of public opinion with regard 
to these individuals ; although Spiritualism holds wp the opinions of 
these mon in the face of mulern science, and feels quite satisfied. T 
am not, however, dealing with public opinion, butaifting impartially 
wil the evidence before me; and I find absolutely no single case of 
relinble evidence im favor of the alleged phenomena. With regard te 
the two first-nomed investigators, althongh their teatimony is mueds 
quoted by Spirituntists, Ido not know of any selentifie publication of 
their experiments. Mr. Crookes has, however, published a scientific 
trentise upon his experiments with many of tho alleged phenomena of 
Spiritual ism j and it is mest notteeable that, although he devotes much 
space Lo claiming the attention of the scientifle world to the lesser 
ileged phenomens occurring through Home, he says but little of his 
experiments with “materialization.” In bis writings he by no means 
clarmé the attention for this thai he does for the physical phenomena, 
which he groups under the heading of Psychic Force; neither does 
he advance his opinions on “ materialisation ” ae either conclusive to 
himself or to the world. This retiecnce is most marked, and it is a 
pity that Spiritualiem is not equally modest in making use of the 
lirtie that he does say Apartfrom all that, these experiments which 
he quetes were nearly all carried out by limself alone with the 
medium, and therefore lack the weight of corroborated testimony. 
Not that I hesitate to accept the truth of Mr, Crookes’ statements, 
hut it is easier for one witness to be duped than fov several The 
question of the leaser physical phanomena is outsiile the seope af these 
pages. Now, in all this mase of so-called evidence in favor of 
“matlecialisalion,” there ie not a particle of reliable evidence in its 
support, Ib is only logical, on the other hinud, to conclude, therefore, 
that the positive evidence of innumerable expowures is a full and 
complete @xplanation of all the aHeged “ phenomena” of “spirit 
materialisation.” 

Until some better evidence is forthcoming, we must be excused 
for refusing to believe in what, ta sny the Jeast of it, is most highly 
improbable. 
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PART Ti, 
CHAPTER X. 


Powe Possrn.e EXPLANATIONS FOR THE BO-OGALLED PusNoweNa oF 
Selmi’ AMarentanisarioy Fnuverrarsp, Art anp Secrercer 
Comernp, A Warsing vo ve Canpurous. 


ee rate 


oe ag the preceding chapters are an axact and truthful 
am) record of ocwarrences, let me state at the outset, that this chapter 
is equally based upon actual observation, Nothing that F aim about to 
say is intended as a burlesque upon what has gone before, bat is 
written aS a seviuons and timely warning to many credulous persons 
who may be on the verse of this slough of deception and falsenood— 
trembling in the balance between reason and the bhindest of faith, 
and may help snch as fhese to sce more clearly the dangers before 
them. That there are not wanting thousands of fools, who, in spite of 
repented exposure and of warning, continue to bow before the wiles of 
cunning importers, to worship and ceverenve the very rogues who drick 
and befool them, is « disgrace to the boasted intelligence of this 
nineteench century. Por such as these there is bat litele hepe; the 
“contagious mental disease” has reached ite incurable stage, And 
there is yet another large class of persons who, fram sheer sclfconceté 
and a belief in the infallibitity of Gheir awn jurigment, can not bring 
themselves to ueknowledge a mistake, Such persone tack the honesty 
und eourage to acknowledge that they could possibly have heen duped, 
and, though knowing it in their own hearts, prefer Lo plunge stil) further 
inte this slough of deception, hoptng vainly to shelter themaelves. 
For suck characters as these ene can only feel the supremest contempt, 
Gut to those persons, predisposed to dabble in occult wnvsteries, of 
emotional and creduicus temperament, who hanker after super- 
natoralism with ail its forbodings, with unwholesome Jougings ts 
penetrate the veil that hides the future, but who are yet apon the 
brink, fo those I say pause while you have tine, and learn somethin= 
ef the wiles of the wizards whom you would consult. Bear in mind 
that the history of modern Spiritualism, so far from showing the class 
of persons who call themselves mediums to be the pure-mindnd apostles 
of a cause, the honest interpreters of the faith which they profess, has 
proved them, without oxeeption, to be unscrupulous persons, many of 
them expert eonjurors, well versed in every trick and wile by which 
they ona entrap the uawary. They deal in surprises, and abstract the 
witention of their aardicnce to minor poluts, while the most important 
though apparently ost trivial point in the porfovmatee is entirely 
unnoticed, I do not wish to infer from this that “ Matertalisation ” 
requires any particular cleverness or knowledge of conjuring: if is _ 
more or less « confidence trick, and depends principally upon the 
audacity of the medium in ihe use of a few necessary properties. 
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_ [have seen threo “spirit” forms appear at the curtain together. 
This impresses one at first as very wonderful ; for in the darkness and 
glamour of the surrounding conditions, one is upt to forget that the 
rocdium bas two hands, which cavh support a lay figure or strips of 
drapery, while the medinm’s own draped personality does duty for 
the third, 

Any one rending the foregoing accounts of séanoces, will observe 
that the greatest interval of waiting and einging is always befere the 
most elaborate form appears, and that mmany ruses to gain opportunity 
Fur caveltlly pitching af the properties afer a scarce, are also regerted 
to, the medium often deelaring that a form ig in the eabinet materi 
rlising, but has not tie power to come out. With regard to pradacing 
a spirit form over six feet Ingh, nothing is easier, The medium holds 
a mask on the end of a telescopic rod, or even with'one hand above her 
head, while flowing drapery conceals the inediam’s own head and body, 
T have invariably noticed that these tall forms are not materialised 
necording to natural proportions, and dislike the light. It is also 
most remarkable that when any of the “spirits” come out from the 
“cabinet” and write on paper provided for that purpose, that the” 
handwriting 16 unmistakably that of the medium, I will kere refer 
my rendery to the facsimile drawing of “ Cissie’s” hand on page 19, Let 
any Woman phice her hand apon 2 shect of paper, keeping the fingers 
slightly bent, and trace ruund the fingers roughly with a long pencil, 
finishing at the tep of the thanb and base of the little finger. 

With referetve to the materialisation outside the cabinet, desertbed 
on page 18; this could essily be accomplished by a telescopic cod ar 
crossjuinted AAAAA collapsable implement of light dull japanned 
steel, auch as is used in drapers’ shops for reaching articles in the 
windows, An implement of this doscription, which cam be made te 
extend for five or six feet, when closed, fits into a very sinall space anc 
could be easily secreted about « woman's clothing. [+ would also be 
invisible in the semi-darkness 

For a complete explanation of the “ materialising and demateri- 
alising "in view of the spectators, on which somuch stress has been iaid 
by Mra. Besant and others, I can not do better than refer again to the 
following words of Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, taken from the volume 
which I have already quoted. Describing a series of aéances with 2 
medium named Haxby, one of whose materialising “ spirits ” was 
nimed Abdullah,” she writes as follows :— 

“Abdullah cematecialised and materialised in the cirele, that is, 
he appeared to most of the circle to diminish in sise, and finally 
vanish in front of the opening of the eurtaing of the cabinet, and 
alae fo appear in the same place andl gracduully grow up to his fall size, 
This happened more than ones. From my position being nearer than 
anyone else’s, and from my seeing Abdullah more in profile whilto 
growing and diminishing, F was able to see the whole process dis? 
tinetly. Ile went down on his knees—rather hastily (others observing 
thix, too) —and then gradually hent down and ferwardz, moving bis hody 
back tnto the cabinct as he did so, and keepieg tho curtains closed 
xbove him. Finally he went flat down on the ground, leaving only 
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his head exposed, and then drew it in. I was able to see that he was 
lying down inside the cabinet, as the curtaing do not quite reach the 
floor, and I saw the Jeng line of white drapery all the way from the 
opening of the curtains towards the wall. The growing was done in 
exactly the same manner, a small bit of white being shoved oué first, 
and then the head, de. . . . Before this sdéance all the members 
of the civela, including an enthusiastic Spiritualist, whom I will call 
Mr. X., hd bean told what to expect. Mr, Sidgwick was present, 
wd lie appends this nobe to my sister’s account : 

“Twas seated at the furthest point in the girele; at the same 
time in witnessing Abduallah’s disappearance [ was unable even te 
Imaging ib anything else than the medium withdrawing gradually into 
the cabinet, having first falies on his knees, and hen gradually 
lowered his lead. But Mr. XL, who sat nourly as far off as, but 
certainly not farther than, I did, remarked, when the performance was 
over, that ‘all our doubts must mow be removed,’ and afterwards to 
Mr, H., on going away, that our materialisations were better than 
theirs in Paris.” 

experiences like this make one feel how misleading the accounts 
vf some completely honest witnesses may be, For the materialisations 
in Paris were thosa which the Comte de Bullet had with Firman, 
where near relatives of the enunt were believed constantly to appear, 
and which ave among the mest wonderful recorded in Spiritualistic 
literature. And after all it appears that these marvellous séancas 
were no better than this miserable personation by Haxhy. 

Wax woulds of ‘ spirit” feet and liauda have been referred to. 

Io have no.doubt that these, when produced unbroken, had been 
previously manulactured and “planted” in the “eabinet.” The 
occasion when Geordie” handed round the fragments of a brokea 
mould whieh had been obtained in view of the spectators, docs not 
sound atall wonderful when we realise that the mould of her own foot 
waa probably made by the medium. 
_ The accompanyiug illustration, showing how both adult and child 
forms may be manufactured by anybody, explains itself, When the 
“spirtt” perambulates the room, the mask, beard, drapery, or other 
distinctive disgaise by which the particular “spirit "is to be reeognised 
by its friends, are worn by the medium, 

In concluding these pages, let me atato that, although I believe that 
there may be little-known natural phenowena worthy of scientific in- 
vestigation, it is not through the channel of the professional medium 
that they will be found, if found st all. Table séances among private 
pereous, while apparently an innocent amusement, invariably lead te 
pernicious consequences, ‘The whole matter is too fraught with mental 
danger to the unwary, 4a be touched upon by any but the mat 
sceptical and hard-headed investigators. ov this and other reasons 
i think that every iavestigation committee should include one or mere 
professional conjurors, aud without doubt a key would then be 
obtained to much that passes for alnertel phenomena. 

The unrestricted dabhling of credulous and emotional people in 
ave% matters is both utterly demoralising to themselves and hartfui to 

Wihnuaity ab large, 
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